
India bans whale shark hunt 

On May 28, 2001, the Indian Government banned 
fishing and trade of the whale shark by placing the 
species in Schedule-I of the Wildlife Protection Act, 
thereby granting it highest legal protection. 
 
Attention to the indiscriminate fishing of whale 
sharks and export of their products to south-east 
Asia was drawn by reports in the Indian Express 
newspaper, by Mike Pandey’s documentary film 
“Shores of Silence”, and a report on the whale shark 
hunt off the coast of Gujarat, Gentle Giants of the 
Sea, by Traffic India, which is WWF-India’s illegal 
trade monitoring arm. The WWF report addressed 
the issue of compensation for loss of revenue to the 
local fishermen, and suggested setting up of dive-
tourism in the area for shark viewing, as is done in 
other parts of the world. 
 
SRI has considerable experience in development of 
whale shark based ecotourism in the Seychelles, 
Mozambique, South Africa, Honduras and Mexico, 
and has been working with India’s National Institute 
of Water Sports and Reef Watch Marine 
Conservation since November 2000. With funding 
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from PADI Foundation and Project AWARE 
Foundation, Arun & Alka Patil conducted an SRI 
study in Gujarat. They met with hoteliers, fishermen 
and exporters, collected catch statistics and tissue 
samples, and assessed the infrastructure for whale 
shark tourism. 
 
With whale sharks protected in their waters, India 
may soon be a top dive destination. In addition to 
meeting whale sharks in the Arabian Sea, divers can 
take excursions to explore India’s culture, cuisine 
and amazing biodiversity. Look for more SRI 
expeditions to India in 2002. 

New microlight arrives in Baja 

Thanks to the generosity of members Marc and 
Mary Fougner, SRI has a new microlight at LaPaz. 
The aircraft, built by Quad City Ultralight 
Corporation, seats two, a pilot and an observer. The 
aircraft will permit SRI to conduct aerial surveys of 
whale sharks (and other marine animals) in the Bay 
of La Paz.   



April 23-25, 2001, Argos Satellite 
Systems hosted their 
International Users 
Conference in 
A n n a p o l i s , 
Maryland.  
 
 
 

A paper co-authored by 
Marie Levine, Andrew Gifford 

and Dr. Alex Antoniou titled 
Satellite telemetry and whale sharks, was 
presented by Dr. Antoniou. The paper 
discussed the results of SRI’s satellite 
tagging program in the Caribbean.  
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Global Shark Attack File 

SRI maintains the GSAF as a resource for 
researchers, physicians and the media to provide 

accurate data about these incidents 
 

• FLORIDA:  
April 11, 2001 - Surfer Elren Thresher, 19, 
was a quarter of a mile south of Ponce de 
Leon Inlet when his heel was bitten. Ponce 
de Leon Inlet is a fish spawning area and is 
frequented by large schools of fish. Small 
sharks feed on the fish and may nip surfers’ 
dangling feet in error. April 12 - Four surfers 
were bitten south of Ponce de Leon Inlet: 
Richard Lloyd, 22, was surfing near the 
south jetty shortly before noon when a shark 
grabbed his foot, resulting in a 3" gash and 
partly severed tendon. Body boarder John 
Fazio Jr, 12, was 3 miles from the inlet when 
his left ankle and foot were bitten. At 16h10 
Emmet Browning, 21, was surfing near the 
south jetty when two of his toes were 
nipped. At 17h00 Richard Spence, 38, 
sustained a 1" laceration to his right foot 
while surfing in the 2600 block of North 
Atlantic Avenue. However, there was some 
question whether that injury was caused by 
a shark. The next day (April 13) two more 
surfers were bitten: Andrew Barron, 12, was 
surfing near the 2700 block of North Atlantic 
Avenue about 10h50 when something 
grabbed his right foot and ankle, inflicting 
lacerations. Ten minutes later Jonathan 
Bush, 16, was surfing in the same area 
when his left foot and ankle were bitten. 
Both surfers were treated at Bert Fish 
Medical Center. 
 
May 4, 2001 Jacksonville Beach - Surfer 
John McCall was getting off his board when 
a 4' to 5' shark bit his right foot and then 
came back and grabbed the foot again. The 
surfer was treated at a local hospital and 
released. 

 

• SOUTH CAROLINA 
May 20, 2001 - At 19h00, Dr. Michael 
Heidenreich was swimming in waist deep 
water off Fripp Island with several family 
members when he felt something tugging at 
his calf. The wound was about 5.3" across 
the base of the calf and showed scalpel-like 
cuts. Dr. Robert Rhodin, an orthopedic 

surgeon with the Low County Medical 
Group, treated Heidenreich and confirmed 
that his injury was caused by a shark. The 
following day, Tripp Choate, 11, was bitten 
by a shark while swimming in waist-deep 
(4.5') water off Coligny Beach, Fripp 
Island. The boy felt the shark tug his left 
leg, then swim away. The injury, six 
lacerations on his shin, were thought to 
have been made by a 4.5' to 5' juvenile 
shark. Since the late 1800s, 36 people 
have been bitten by sharks in South 
Carolina, of these three were fatal. The 
last shark bite at Hilton Head occurred in 
1994 when a woman was bitten while 
swimming at North Forest Beach. 

 

• SOUTH AFRICA 
May 8, 2001 - Surfer David van Staden, 
26, encountered a 9' white shark at South 
London, but it wasn’t until he returned to 
shore that he realized he had been bitten. 
Ten sutures were required to close the 
injury to his leg. 

 

April 8, 2001 – At 9h30 surfer Dunstan 
Hogan, 46, was lying on his board about 
250' from shore at Cape St. Francis, 
South Africa, when a 9' white shark bit his 
board, thigh, buttock and hip. The surfer 
survived. 

SRI NOTES 

ARGOS Conference 



Angiogenesis is the medical 
term for the formation of new 

blood vessels. The process 
occurs in pregnancy and 
the healing process after 
trauma. It also occurs in 
some cancers, providing 
new fuel lines that supply 

nutrients to malignant 
tumors. Since 1971, researchers have 
been working on several approaches to cut 
off this abnormal blood vessel formation as 
a method of slowing tumor growth or 
starving the cancerous cells. Bindweed, 
Convolvulus arvensis, a common weed 
found throughout the world has 
demonstrated powerful angiogenesis 
inhibiting properties, testing 100 times more 
effective than shark cartilage.  
 
Bindweed, before the extraction process, 
contains toxic alkaloids. However, at the 
equivalent of 1400 grams of the 
proteoglycan mixture (PGM), no toxicity 
was found in test animals. In vitro studies of 
PGM’s effect on human lymphocyte growth 
demonstrated an increase in lymphocyte 
production from 35 to 46%, and in vivo 
studies indicated anti-tumor activity.  
 
Taken from “Anti-Angiogenic, Anti-Tumor and 
Immunostimulatory Effects of a Non-Toxic Plant 
Extract (PGM)” by NH Riordan, X Meng and HD 
Riordan, presented at Comprehensive Cancer 

Care 2000, in June 2000 at Arlington, Virginia. 
 

Nancy McGee and Island Times Scuba 
hosted the world premiere of Stan 
Waterman’s new film and a silent auction at 
the Dallas Aquarium, raising $3,050 for 
SRI’s conservation program. The event 
was such a success that they planning a    
another one next year! 
 

Special thanks to Carolyn Nickels of Abyss 
Dive Club who ran a successful fundraiser 
and greatly increased awareness of SRI 
programs in the Philadelphia area. 

SRI thanks the following sponsors for their 
continued support: 

• Amphibico, Inc 
• Draeger DiveAmerica 
• Goddard School 
• JBL Enterprises Inc. 
• PADI Foundation 
• Pelican Products 
• Project AWARE Foundation 
• Microwave Telemetry, Inc. 
• United Success Associates, Inc. 
• C2 Educational Expeditions 
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Another Blow to the Shark 

Cartilage Industry 

SRI Expeditions - 2001 
 

Spaces are still available on the following 

research trips: 

 
Utila, Bay Islands 

Honduras: 
  July 7 - 14 

 July 14-21 

 July 21-28 

 December 22 - 29 
 

 La Paz, BCS, Mexico: 

 September 1 - 8 

 September 8 - 15 

 September 29 - October 6 

 

For More Information contact  

Dr. Alex Antoniou at (908) 510-8046 

antoniou@sharks.org 

SRI Fundraisers 

 
A very special thanks to 8-year-old Zachary Gold. 
In lieu of birthday gifts he asked guests to his 
party for contributions to SRI, and gave whale 
shark adoptions as party favors. Zachary raised 
$650 for SRI’s Operation Whale Shark! His 
father, Mark Gold, is Executive Director of Heal 
the Bay, an environmental group working to 
make Santa Monica Bay and southern California 
coastal waters healthy for people and marine life. 
His mother, Lisette, said Zachary wants to 
become a marine biologist and work for SRI 
someday. Zachary, you’ve earned a spot on our 
team! 

SRI receives continued Support 
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Members’ Bookshelf 
 
We highly recommend: 

• WildAid’s, The End of the 
Line? Global Threats to 
Sharks. This booklet provides 
statistics useful in promoting 
t h e  n ee d  f o r  sh a rk 
conservation and may be 
ordered from WildAid’s 
website: www.wildaid.org. A 
$10 donation is suggested. 
 

• Sharks! Strange and Wonderful by Laurence 
Pringle, illustrated by Meryl Henderson is a well-
researched, beautifully illustrated book for 
children. $15.95. The publisher’s website: 
www.boydsmillpress.com 
 

• Savage Shore, Life and Death with Nicaragua’s 
Last Shark Hunters by Edward Marriot. $15. 
Available from Barnes & Noble (www.bn.com).  

Reported June 19: A judge in Guayaquil, Ecuador 
last week denied the claim by the owners of an 
illegal shark finning vessel and destruction of their 
catch.   
 
The Costa Rican long liner Maria Canella II was 
caught on March 22 inside the Galapagos Marine 
Reserve by the Sea Shepherd vessel Sirenian. The 
long liner had 1,044 shark fins and 78 shark 

Galapagos Update 

carcasses in her hold, and 25 miles of long lines laid 
across the 
reserve. There 
were many live 
sharks on the 
lines when they 
were recovered 
by Galapagos 
Park rangers.  
 
The verdict is a 
major victory in 
the battle to 
save the unique ecosystem of the Galapagos 
Islands from commercial exploitation. The state of 
conservation of the Galapagos Islands will be 
discussed at the UNESCO World Heritage Bureau 
meeting on June 25-30. 
 
SRI has planned a research expedition to the 
Galapagos October 18-25, 2001. SRI has teamed 
up with C2 Educational Expeditions (an SRI 
sponsor) for this trip to be able to offer you an 
incredible adventure on board the Galapagos 
Aggressor. During the trip we will be spending most 
of our time at the islands of Wolf and Darwin, where 
the whale sharks and hammerheads hang out. SRI 
has applied for a research permit to place visual ID 
tags on whale sharks during the expedition, and 
deploy a satellite tag in order to monitor the travel 
path of the shark after it leave the islands.  
 

If you would like more information about the trip 
please contact Dr. Alex Antoniou at 
antoniou@rci.rutgers.edu or call SRI at (609) 921-
3522. 


