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White Shark wins CMS Protection! 

Bonn/Nairobi: Nations attending the Convention on 
Migratory Species (also known as CMS or the 
Bonn Convention) tri-annual conference, agreed to 
back priority Appendix I listing for white sharks. 
The conference assessed the situation of 37 
species. On September 25, 2002, the Convention 
agreed that the white shark is now so endangered 
that it should be listed under Appendix I as well as 
Appendix II of the convention. The Appendix I 
listing means that all countries with white shark 
populations are legally required to protect them 
from poaching and being caught in fishing nets. 
Appendix II listing will confer additional 
conservation benefits. The whale shark is currently 
listed in Appendix II. 
  CMS aims to conserve terrestrial, marine and 
avian migratory species throughout their range. It 
is one of a small number of intergovernmental 
treaties concerned with the conservation of wildlife 
and wildlife habitats on a global scale. Since the 
Convention's entry into force on November 1, 
1983, its membership has grown steadily to include 

80 parties from Africa, Central and South America, 
Asia, Europe and Oceania. 
  Klaus Toepfer, United Nations Under Secretary 
General and Director General of the United 
Nations Office at Nairobi, said of its outcome: 
"Conserving the rich, wealth and range, of wildlife 
is vital for conserving the health of the planet. 
Animals and plants, from the humblest to the 
highest, all have their role to play in making the 
ecosystems and habitats upon which we all 
depend." 

LEICESTER, England:  On September 10, 
scientists studying the movements of fishes in 
the northeast Atlantic reported that they have 
shattered the 50-year-old theory that the 
basking shark hibernates. Dave Sims of the 
Marine Biological Association told reporters at 
the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science that satellite transmitters were placed 
on 20 basking sharks as part of a three-year 
survey into their movements. The first results 
of this continuous tracking showed not only 
that the giant sharks 
undertook huge journeys 
in search of food, but 
they also did not sink to 
the floor of the ocean 
and go to sleep for 
months at a time as had 
previously been thought. 
"Our data is groundbreaking", said Sims. "It 
ends the hibernation myth and also shows 
they migrate." Sims said his findings were vital 
for the conservation of the basking shark. 

New Findings about  
Basking Sharks 



Global Shark Attack File 

   SRI thanks the following sponsors for their  
   continued support: 
 

• Amphibico 
• C2 Educational Expeditions 
• Galapagos Adventures 
• JBL Enterprises Inc. 
• Microwave Telemetry, Inc. 
• PADI Foundation 
• Project AWARE Foundation 
• The Philanthropic Group 

Page 2 

SRI Receives Continued Support 

Stan Waterman & Galapagos 
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  On our last monitoring trip (August 19 – 26) 
conditions were not particularly good with 
gusting winds to 35 
knots and moderate to 
rough seas. However, 
there was a thick 
plankton bloom and 
lots of whale sharks in 
attendance; during the  
next seven days the 
participants had some 
28 in-water encounters 
with whale sharks, 
identifying 19 different 
individuals. Of these, 
10 were tagged with 
marker tags and two 
with satellite tags. 
  Aerial surveys will 
continue through until mid-October (weather 
conditions permitting) which should allow 
further tagging and will enable us to monitor 
where the sharks are moving locally. Currently 
the flights are revealing between three to nine 
whale sharks per flight.   
David Rowat, Director SRI-Seychelles 

Seychelles Update 

BRAZIL: On July 10, at Piedade Beach, Recife, 
surfer Mario Cesar Carneiro da Silva was 
seriously injured by a shark.  
SOUTH AFRICA: On September 7, at 16h00, 
Paul Major was surfing at Fish Hoek when his 
board was bitten by a white shark. The surfer 
was not injured.  
USA: On July 4, Avery Olearczyk, 9, was 
swimming at Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina, 
when a shark bit her right calf, foot and hand. On 
July 20, at 17h00 Katherine Strong, 15, was 
swimming at Emerald Isle, North Carolina, when 
her calf was bitten by a shark. At 11h00 on 
August 6, Robert Pollan, 14, was standing in the 
water at Topsail Beach, North Carolina, when a 
shark bit his leg. On August 7, at 12h30, David 
Brennan Smith, 15, was bitten on the leg at 
Ponce de Leon Inlet, Florida. August 11, at 
15h30, Brad Milliken, 15, was surfing at Vero 
Beach, Florida, when his ankle was bitten by a 
shark. On August 17, Kimberly McClain, 29, was 
swimming around her boat in the Gulf of Mexico 
some 65 miles south of Mobile, Alabama, when 
she was bitten by a shark. The US Coast Guard 
airlifted her to University of South Alabama 
Medical Center.  On August 28, Shawn Farden, 
16, was surfing at Oahu, Hawaii, when his foot 
was bitten by a shark. Two board riders 
encountered sharks on September 21: Garry 
Turner, 23, was boogie boarding at Cape 
Kiwanda, Oregon, when an 8’ shark lacerated 
his ankle, and Reed Richards was straddling his 
surfboard at Moonstone Beach, California, when 
a 10’ shark bit his board. The surfer was not 
injured. The GSAF incident log 2002 is online, at 
http://www.scubaradio.com/sharkattacks  
 

  June 7 – 16, 2003, SRI President 
and Emmy Award-winning underwater 
videographer Stan Waterman will be 
leading a photo/video expedition to 
film whale sharks onboard the Lobo 
de Mar in the Galapagos Islands. 
Cost per participant is $3,095, plus 

airfare to Ecuador. This is a unique opportunity 
to meet and dive alongside America’s Cousteau, 
one of the true diving legends. Spaces on the 
expedition are limited; if you’d like to come 
along, contact SRI headquarters ASAP.  

SRI-Seychelles  
Microlight Aircraft 

  Singer Olivia Newton John makes 
use of her celebrity status to 
promote marine conservation. In 
addition to hosting programs for 
Animal Planet and the Discovery 
Channel, she is also President of 
the Basking Shark Society, a UK 

charity supporting research and conservation of 
the basking shark.  

Beauty, Talent & Commitment 



Stolen U/W Camera Gear  
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  BRISBANE, Australia:- Five Indonesian boats 
have been captured and their crews taken into 
custody for allegedly fishing illegally in 
Australian waters. On September 12, a coastal 
patrol discovered three of the vessels fishing 
in a protected zone in the Torres Strait, north 
of Australia's Cape York Peninsula, the 
Australian Fisheries Management Authority 
said. The boats and their crew were taken into 
police custody. One of the boats was carrying 
slaughtered dugong to use as shark bait, 
according to officials.  

 

US Coast Guard  
Seizes Sharkfin Vessel 

 

  In late August, the US Coast Guard seized a 
Honolulu-based fishing vessel carrying 12 tons 
of illegal shark fins in violation of the US Shark 
Finning Prohibition Act (SFPA). Penalties for 
the violation could reach $120,000, and 
include the seizure of the fishing vessel. 
According the United Nations Food and 
Agricultural Organizations, the international 
shark fin trade increased tenfold between 
1980 and 1990.  

 

 Taiwan’s Whale Shark Trade 
 

  Taiwan is implementing the world’s first 
Whale Shark Harvest and Trade Monitoring 
System. A new report, Management and Trade 
of Whale Sharks in Taiwan by TRAFFIC, the 
wildlife trade monitoring network, shows a 
significant discrepancy between catch data 
from the Harvest Reporting System and the 
large quantity of whale shark product on the 
market. The report raises the possibility of 
unreported or under-reported catches taking 
place or significant amounts of whale shark 
meat entering Taiwan’s market through 
unofficial channels. To download a copy of the 
report go to: http://www.traffic.org/news/
press-releases/taiwan_whale.html, then 
scroll to the bottom of the page and open the 
PDF. 

CONSERVATION NEWS 

  
 
 
 

  On July 30, the studio of SRI member, Amos 
Nachoum, the world-famous underwater 
photographer and Nikon School instructor, was 
burglarized and all of his underwater camera gear 
was stolen. His livelihood depends on this 
equipment and it was not insured. The stolen 
items were reported to the San Francisco Police 
(case number 021-042-465, filed 8/01/02) and a 
nationwide stop & search order was placed. 
Amos is offering a $4,000 reward to anyone who 
helps locate the items. The stolen items and their 
serial numbers are listed on SRI’s website: 
http://www.sharks.org/news/8.29.02.html 
  If you have any information, contact Amos at 
(415) 923-9865 or amos@biganimals.com or 
the San Francisco Police. 

  SRI is now accepting credit 
cards - MasterCard and Visa - for 
donations, memberships, lifetime 
whale shark adoptions, and 
expedition registrations.   

Conferences & Meetings 

  The Dive Equipment & Marketing 
Association Trade Show (DEMA) 
will be held October 22 - 25 in Las 
Vegas. Members attending the 
show are needed to staff SRI’s 
booth: 2800A.  

Volunteers please contact antoniou@ sharks.org 

   The Convention on the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T r a d e  o f 
Endangered Species (CITES), 
will meet from November 3 - 15 
in Santiago, Chile. In addition to 

national efforts to protect sharks, it is necessary to 
take the issue to a global level due to plummeting 
populations of many species.  
  The UK and Ireland (on behalf of the EU) have 
nominated the basking shark for inclusion on 
Appendix II. India and the Philippines have joined 
together to propose the whale shark for listing on 
Appendix II. In the last decade, the two species 
have been severely overexploited due to the Asian 
demand for sharkfin. Without global protection for 
these species, the damage to their populations 
stocks will be irreparable. Fishing nations have 
consistently opposed CITES protection for sharks, 
fearing it will open the door for protection of tuna 
and billfish.  
  SRI has been accorded International Observer 
status at the meeting and will report on the 
outcome in our next newsletter. 

Credit Cards 



  Cape Dragons, Nikki Berryman, producer, Ingwe 
Productions. This chilling documentary film details 
the involvement of the Chinese Triads in the shark 
fin trade in South Africa, the execution-style 
murders as various factions vie for control of this 
lucrative trade, and the capture of a triad kingpin. 
 

  Shark Trouble: True Stories About Sharks and 
the Sea, by Peter Benchley.  One story in 
particular, “The Day All The Sharks Died”, should 
be required reading! The book is so full of high 
adventure and practical information that you will re-
read it often and want it in hardcover.  $21.95  
 

  Why is She Smiling, by William Schauman – The 
story of Dawn Schauman, who survived a shark 
attack when she was 6½ months pregnant. 
Purchase online at sales@sharksurvivor.com for 
$9.95 plus shipping or from Borders or 
amazon.com at $14.95. 
 

  Erich K. Ritter and Godenecht, A.J. Agonistic 
Displays in the Blacktip Shark (Carcharhinus 
limbatus). Copeia, 2000(1) pp. 282-284. 
 

  Erich K. Ritter. Food-Related Dominance 
between Two Carcharhinid Shark Species, the 
Caribbean Reef Shark, Carcharhinus perezi, 
and the Blacktip Shark, Carcharhinus limbatus. 
Mar. Fresh. Behav. Physiol. Vol. 34, pp. 125-129. 
 

  Ritter, E. K. (2002). Analysis of sharksucker, 
Echeneis naucrates, induced behavior patterns 
in the blacktip shark, Carcharhinus limbatus. 
Environmental Biology of Fishes 65(1): 111-115, 
2002. 
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Calling all Divers 

  There is no world record for the most scuba 
divers in a pool at one time, but there will be in 
less  than  two  months.  All  scuba  divers  are 
welcome to participate and set the world record. 
The Guiness World Record 
guidelines will be followed.  
Date: Sunday, November 24 

Time: 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Place: Olympic Pool, Sonny 
Werblin Center, Rutgers 
University, Piscataway, NJ   
Registration Fee : $5 
Sponsors: Rutgers Scuba & 
Dosils Scuba & Surf 
  Divers will need to provide 
their  own  equipment,  and 
free air fills will be available 
onsite. A signed participation 
certificate will be issued to all 
registered  individuals.  Door 
prizes will be awarded, and 
refreshments will be provided. All proceeds will 
go to SRI to assist with scientific studies and 
conservation efforts. 
  On July 7, 2001, the Durban Underwater Club 
set the open water record at Vetch’s Pier, 
Durban, South Africa, with 592 divers, but this 
event is the first of its kind. 
 

RSVP by email to: antoniou@rci.rutgers.edu 
 or Phone: (732) 445-4189 

 

For online action alerts & expedition news,  
join SRI’s newsgroup.  To register, simply send an email to 

info@sharks.org with the subject  
“join SRI newsgroup” 


