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  The Galapagos Islands, one of the world's most 
unique and fragile ecosystems, is threatened by 
the growing popularity of shark fin soup, a 
“delicacy” being served in some of Britain's leading 
restaurants. Despite costing more than £100 a 
bowl, the dish is becoming common on the menus 
of upscale Chinese eateries in the UK. Kai of 
Mayfair, widely regarded as one of the finest 
restaurants in London,  boasted that it serves the 
“world's most expensive soup”. At £108 per 
serving, it includes mushroom, sea cucumber, 
scallops, chicken, pork, ginseng and shark fin. 
Staff at the restaurant could not say where the fins 
were harvested but marine ecosystems 
everywhere are paying a high price for such 
dishes. It has been estimated that as many as 100 
million sharks may be dying each year so their fins 
can end up in soup.  

  Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands have become prime 
fishing grounds for sharks. Ecologists and 
scientists are battling to ensure the sharks and 
unique ecology of the Galapagos survive. Leonor 
Stjepic of the Galapagos Conservation Trust 
warned that the shark populations of the islands' 
waters were in dramatic decline, and added that 
the popularity of shark fin dishes around the world 
are to blame. Traditionally, shark's fin soups were 
the dish of choice served at weddings of wealthy 
Chinese, and the rapid growth of China's middle 
class and the spreading popularity of specialist 

Chinese food have seen demand rocket. 

  Many are illegally “finned”, as the rest of the 
animal is worth very little. Finning sees the shark 
lifted from the water by fishermen who cut off the 
fins and then plunge the mutilated animal back into 
the water, where it slowly bleeds to death. The 
practice is wreaking havoc on the marine reserve 
that surrounds the Galapagos, which is home to 33 
shark species. Of those, the hammerhead, the 
blue, the thresher, the black tip, the mako and the 
Galapagos sharks are being hit hardest. 

  Despite bans on the trade in fins, in the past five 
years the fins of more than 1.7 million sharks have 
been exported from Ecuador─and the Galapagos 
region accounted for more than 80 percent of 
those. 

  On June 24, Graham Watkins, executive director 
of the Charles Darwin Foundation, warned of the 
effects of the depletion of shark stocks. “The 
removal of sharks would have a terrible impact; 
they are predators at the top of the ecosystem.” He 
added that evidence suggested numbers were in 
free fall, and that would have implications for 
thousands of other species in the region. “In the 
past few years, the shark fin trade in Ecuador has 
been completely out of control, with large volumes 
of fins originating in the Galapagos Island”. 

  The issue has attracted the support of Ecuador's 
national soccer 
team. At the 
World Cup, the 
Ecuadorian team 
announced, “Just 
a s  s o c c e r 
b r o u g h t  u s 
together, let's 
come together 
for the sharks,” 
the team said. 
“Play fair for the 
sharks.” 

Plummeting Shark Populations in the Galapagos Islands  
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   The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Office of General Counsel for 
Enforcement and Litigation has assessed a $98,500 
civil penalty and a 90-day permit sanction against 
the owners of the FV Raven and two fish dealers for 
violation of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act and the Shark 
Finning Prohibition Act. 

  Peter Allen Schuman, Jeffrey Aiken, Janet W. 
Whitbeck, Inc., and Jeffrey's Seafood have been 
collectively charged with eight counts of possessing 
or purchasing illegal shark fins. They were also 
charged with possessing or purchasing a prohibited 
species of shark. All four parties were assessed a 
$70,000 civil penalty and 60-day permit sanction for 
nine counts of violating the Magnuson-Stevens Act 
and the Shark Finning Prohibition Act. The 
maximum penalties for violating the Act are 
$130,000 per count and forfeiture of the fishing 
vessel and/or its cargo. 

  In addition, Schuman and Aiken were charged with 
three counts of exceeding the 4,000 pound 
commercial retention trip limit and two counts of 
falsifying or failing to record, report, or maintain 
required information and reports. NOAA assessed 
an additional $28,500 civil penalty and 30-day 
permit sanction for these five counts. 

  The Shark Finning Prohibition Act (enacted in 
December, 2000) is a federal law that makes it 
illegal to possess shark fins without the 
corresponding carcasses. The act further 
determines that the ratio of the fin weight to the 
carcass weight must be five percent or less. The 
shark fins in question all exceeded the five percent 
fin to carcass weight ratio limit. The law was enacted 
to prevent fishermen from catching sharks, removing 
their valuable fins and throwing away their less 
valuable shark carcasses. Sharks fins are used to 
make shark fin soup, a prominent delicacy in the 
Asian market. 

  To report illegal fishing activities, contact NOAA 
Fisheries Service's Enforcement Hot Line at 800-
853-1964. 

NOAA penalizes North Carolina 

 Shark Dealers & Fishermen $98,000 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: In an effort to reduce 

costs, get info to you faster & save trees, 

this will be the last printed newsletter. All 

future newsletters will arrive as email, unless 

you contact us &  request a print version. 

  Shark research 
continued at 
Cocos Island, 
Costa Rica from 
July 3-15, when 
16 divers and 
researchers from 
Costa Rica, the 
UK and the US 
t a g g e d  f i v e 
h a m m e r h e a d 
sharks with satellite tags to determine regional  
migration routes. Ten other sharkss were tagged 
with acoustic radio transmitters to study the 
movements of these sharks around the island.  
Two additional radio receivers were placed 
underwater, bringing the number of radio 
receivers to four. 

  The expedition was the fourth in a series of 
seven of a joint project between SRI and 
PRETOMA (Costa Rica) that was initiated in July 
2004 and will last through November 2007. This 
expedition was funded by the Joint Services 
Expedition Trust Committee (UK), the Royal 
Geographic Society (UK) and the Rohauer 
Collection Foundation. The support platform 
throughout the 10-day expedition was Undersea 
Hunter.  

  Two of the satellite tags were programmed to 
collect data for four months, two for two months 
and one for 10 days. The 10 acoustic radio 
transmitters will be transmitting  data for one year.  
All the sharks tagged were adult females 
measuring between three and four metres in 
length, and were tagged at depths ranging from 20 
and 35 meters.  The project website is: 
http://www.jurassic-shark.org.uk/   
Cocos Island is one of the most important 

habitats for harks in the 
world.  “Determining 
sharks ’  movements 
around the island, as well 
as where they are 
migrating, will help in 
creating policies to 
protect sharks and foster 
the development of 

sustainable fisheries of this important resource” 
says Randal Arauz of PRETOMA.  
   Additional work at Cocos is scheduled for 
November 2006, July 2007 and November 2007. 

Update on Research  at Cocos 

M. Tillyard photo 

Kenny McDonald photo 



Two New Species of Sharks 

We are very grateful for the continuing support and 
encouragement of: 
• Freeman Foundation 
• Mr. & Mrs. Craig Grube 
• IGTOA 
• JBL Enterprises Inc. 
• Microwave Telemetry, Inc. 
• Project AWARE Foundation 
• The Philanthropic Group 

• The Rohauer Collection Foundation 

• Underwater Video Images 

• Westcliff Foundation 

Thank you to our Supporters 
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   A new species of 
hammerhead shark 
h a s  b e e n 
discovered in the 
n o r t h w e s t e r n 
Atlantic Ocean,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o 
marine scientists at 
the University of 
South Carolina. 

    Dr. Joe Quattro, a biology professor at USC, 
was studying coastal fish when he became 
curious about the scalloped hammerhead shark, 
a common coastal species. Genetic studies 
revealed that there was a second “cryptic” 
species, “genetically distinct” from the scalloped 
hammerhead. The species appears to breed only 
in waters off South Carolina, although adults 
swim into waters off Florida and North Carolina. 
“If South Carolina's waters are the primary 
nursery grounds for the cryptic species and 
females gather here to reproduce, these areas 
should be conservation priorities,” said Dr. 
Quattro. The new species has not yet been 
classified or named, but the biologists believe it is 
at risk of extinction and conservation efforts are 
need to protect pregnant females and pups. A 
tagging study of the new species is planned so 
that scientists can learn more about its range. 

     A new species of wobbegong shark has been 
found off the coast of southwestern Australia: 
Orectolobus hutchinsi. One of seven known 
orectolobid sharks from the Indo-Pacific, it can 
be distinguished from them by its tall dorsal fin, 
lack of warty tubercles on the dorsal surface and 

the relatively low number of unbranched dermal 
lobes. The shark also has dark brown saddles on 
its back which lack the white spots or blotches 
seen in some other members of the genus.  It is 
found in Australia from Coral Bay, near North 
West Cape, south to Groper Bluff, west of Bremer 
Bay, and occurs in shallow continental shelf 
waters ranging in depth from nine to 106 metres 
[30 to-348 feet]. 

    For more information on the new shark species 
see the paper: Last PR, Chidlow JA and LJV 
Compagno (2006) A new wobbegong shark, 
Orectolobus hutchinsi, from southwestern 
Australia. Zootaxa 1239: 35-48. 

   FINS magazine reports divers  in Manado sighted 
a young whale shark on a wall dive at Bunaken 
Island, Indonesia 
The tiny shark swam 
slowly up from the 
depths towards the 
divers and was 
photographed by 
Sharon Aust in. 
Swimming alongside 
the 1.5 metre pup 
was a striped pilot 
fish. The pup bore a 
deep scar on one side of its head, possibly from a 
propeller or bite from another shark.  

Newborn Whale Shark Photographed 

  Taiwanese fishermen are banned from catching 
whale sharks until the end of the year because 
the 2006 quota of 60 whale sharks has already 
been filled. According to officials of the Fisheries 
Administration under the Council of Agriculture 
(COA), local fishermen can no longer catch whale 
sharks in international waters through December 
31. Violators face a sentence of up to three years 
in jail or a fine of up to NT$150,000 (US$4,620). 
Fishermen are prohibited from possessing, selling 
or disposing of whale sharks for the remainder of 
this year, and are required to release any whale 
sharks they catch, whether alive or dead, the 
officials said.    

  The whale shark quota for 2007 is set at 45 and 
falls to 30 sharks in 2008. Taiwan is not a party to 
CITES. 

Source:Taipei Times, July 14, 2006 

Taiwan closes 2006 whale shark hunt 
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Feds bust illegal shark ring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  SRI’s Annual Summer Auction begins August 15    
and will run for 10 days on eBay. The catalogue 
will  be available online on our website with a link 
to the auction, or you can go directly to: 

http://search.ebay.com/_W0QQsassZsrilevine 

  Items include art by Richard Ellis, Guy Harvey, 
and Pascal Lecocq, superb photographs of sharks, 
rare posters and hard-to-find books (some 
autographed), jewelry from Big Blue; Patagonia 
sportswear, exotic dive vacations, DVDS, and 
some truly unusual items.  

You won’t want to miss this!! 

  A US federal grand jury indicted six men on 
charges of criminally catching and selling 
thousands of undersized juvenile leopard sharks 
allegedly harvested from the San Francisco Bay. 
According to prosecutors,  the men violated the 
Lacy Act and California state law which places a 
size limit of 36 inches for commercial harvest of 
California leopard sharks. Five of the six men are 
charged with conspiracy to harvest thousands of 
undersized sharks, and that they sold 
approximately 465 juvenile leopard sharks to 
companies in Miami, Chicago, Houston, Romulus, 
Mich., Milford, Conn., the Netherlands and the 
United Kingdom. One of those indicted is Kevin 
Thompson, pastor at the Bay Area Family Church, 
Holy Spirit Association-Unification Worldwide 
Church in San Leandro. Thompson, and the 
church co-owned at least one of the vessels, 
prosecutors say. 

Peter Benchley  
Shark Conservation Award 

For Sport Divers 

   Willing to use your skills to assist scientific 
research? Consider joining one of SRI’s 
expeditions. Most of your costs are now tax-
deductible from your US Federal Income taxes. 
 

● LaPaz: December 16-23, 2006, cost $1,200 

● Tanzania (liveaboard): October 10, 2006 to      
    March  3, 2007, cost per week $3,157 

● Utila: February 10-17, 2007, cost: $1,350 
 

  See the Expeditions page at www.sharks.org 

for details about these and other expeditions.  

   As a memorial to the 
late Peter Benchley, an 
eloquent spokesman 
for conservation of 
sharks and one of our 
major supporters, SRI 
has instituted an 
annual cash award in 
his honor. The award 
will be presented 
annually each May to 
a n  o u t s t a n d i n g 
individual or program 

that has achieved significant results in the field 
of shark conservation.  

  Application forms may be downloaded at: 
www.sharks.org/BenchleyAward. SRI projects 
are not eligible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER AUCTION!! 
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