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Sharks, Oil and Dead Zones  
by Leonard J. V. Compagno, Ph.D., Director of the S hark Research Institute  

After World War II, Harvard University, in 
cooperation with the United States Bureau of 
Commercial Fisheries (now National Marine 
Fisheries Service) did a biological survey of the 
Gulf of Mexico and adjacent regions from the 
southeastern coast of the USA and the Gulf coast 
from Florida to Texas, the Caribbean including 
Cuba, and Central America to Nicaragua.  
 

Included in the survey by Harvard scientists were 
descriptions of many new species of deep water 
cartilaginous fishes (sharks, skates and rays), 
and many range extensions of known species in 
all habitats. Knowledge of shark-like fishes was 
greatly enhanced, and culminated in two epochal 
books by Henry Bigelow and William Schroeder 
in 1948 and 1953, summarizing knowledge of the 
cartilaginous fishes of this area. The survey 
continued beyond the 1960s. Ironically, the 
survey ships were based in Biloxi, Mississippi, 
close to where the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill occurred in adjacent deep water.  

Our concern for the shark fauna of the Gulf includes not 
only the large sharks, already decimated or extirpated 
over a half-century of rampant fisheries and habitat 
modification and afflicted by the massive oil spill, but 
particularly the numerous, deepwater, endemic, bottom-
loving species with limited ranges. Not only is the spill 
affecting the oceanic, semi-oceanic and littoral fauna of 
the Gulf, but as crude oil has heavy components that can 
carpet the bottom, we raise concern for the deep bottom 
habitat and its panoply of unique species. If this area is 
being converted to a gigantic dead zone, as reported 
elsewhere, there may be extinction of numerous species 
including sharks and other benthic fauna. 
 

There is a past and current tendency for marine 
conservationists to take an attitude heavily biased toward 
fisheries, with little emphasis on habitat destruction and 
chemical toxicants that may cause an extinction: ‘If it’s 
not fished, it’s safe’, mentality. Also, the ‘passenger 
pigeon fallacy’ holds sway for certain sharks and other 
fishes: ‘If it is abundant, it can’t become extinct’. Seen 
any passenger pigeons or great auks lately?  
 

The low reproductive rate of shark-like fishes, combined 
with slow growth, late maturity, position relatively high in 
the food web, and relative long lives, makes them 
vulnerable to depletion as shown by numerous shark 
fisheries that have 
collapsed, and 
also to extinction. 
 

We urge renewed 
surveys of the 
Gulf fauna to 
determine if the 
rich and unique 
fauna is still extant 
after the benthic 
marine equivalent 
t o  n u c l e a r 
warfare. 
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A paternity study of the offspring of a female whale 
shark, Rhincodon typus, suggests that that these 
ocean giants may continue to produce many 
offspring from a single mating session. 
 

Whale sharks are the largest fish in the ocean, 
reaching lengths of 40 feet or more. The sharks are 
known to aggregate in certain parts of the world, but 
the decreasing number and size of the sharks at 
some aggregations suggests the species may be 
declining. A key question for whale shark 
conservation is whether these aggregations 
represent isolated populations, or whether whale 
sharks are migratory and comprise a single global 
population. Active fisheries exist for whale sharks in 
some countries, so their migratory patterns 
determine where they are at risk. Understanding 
whale shark reproduction is also key to efforts to 
preserve the species.  Whale sharks are late 
maturing and slow to reproduce, meaning that any decline in the number of animals can take decades to 
reverse. 
 

In 1995, a pregnant whale shark was caught in Taiwan and found to be carrying 304 embryos, representing a 
spectrum of age and developmental stages ranging from being still egg-
encased to developed, near-term animals. When this study was initiated 
only 29 of the frozen embryos still remained. 
 

Back in the 1990s, SRI molecular biologists Robin Ernst and Dr. Robert 
Philips began working with SRI field biologists to collect and archive 
whale shark tissue samples from different populations around the world. 
In 2001, they were joined by Dr. Jennifer Schmidt, Associate Professor of 
Biological Sciences at the University of Illinois at Chicago and Director of 
SRI’s DNA study. Dr. Schmidt’s laboratory developed genetic markers to 
study whale sharks, and has previously applied these markers to study 
the population genetics of the species. 
 

Recently Dr. Schmidt and Professor Shoou-Jeng Joung of the National 
Taiwan Ocean University and their colleagues used the tool to determine 
paternity of the 29 remaining pups retrieved from the 1995 pregnant 
female. Using genetic analyses — essentially, a shark paternity test — 
Jennifer and Professor Joung were able to determine that all of the 
sharks had the same father. Though cautious about drawing conclusions 
from the study of a single shark, Jennifer said the data suggests that 
females may save up sperm after mating, queuing up multiple litters of 
the filter-feeding fish. Female whale sharks may mate once, store the 
sperm and fertilize their own eggs (which develop into embryos) as 
they're produced.  
 

Shark reproduction is still an emerging science, but what is known suggests that most broods are sired by 
more than one male.  Though it's possible the female whale shark mated with the same male again and 
again over time, that sort of monogamy has not been documented.  
 

"If mating occurs randomly when a male and female happen to meet, this would provide the female with a 
sort of reproductive 'insurance policy,'" said Jennifer. "She has sperm available to continue to fertilize her own 

Do Whale Sharks Store Sperm? 
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The only pregnant whale shark ever studied by 
scientists carried embryos that ranged in 

developmental stages from egg case-bound 
embryos to free-swimming near term animals.  
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The largest of the 304 embryos 
was viable outside the uterus, and 

two were kept in aquariums for 
several months.  
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eggs even if she doesn't encounter another adult 
male." By queuing up births, the sharks may be 
able to carry more embryos at once. They may 
also avoid putting all their eggs in one basket, so 
to speak. By giving birth to lots of babies all at 
once, other sharks might risk their offspring 
becoming an all-you-can-eat-buffet for predators. 
Having a few at a time in different locations 
spreads out that risk.  
 

Dr. Schmidt isn't sure how long whale sharks can 
store sperm, or how many times they mate. Firm 
conclusions about a whole species can't be drawn 
from one shark. It's possible, though statistically 
unlikely, that there was another male shark was 
involved whose resulting embryos weren't saved 
for testing. It's also possible that whale sharks 
mate with multiple males, but that this particular 
shark hadn't. 
 

Replicating the study will be difficult. Adult whale 
sharks rarely frequent the feeding aggregations 
where most research occurs and female adults 
are only seen in a few spots worldwide. The 
handful of whale sharks surviving in aquariums 
are less than 25 years old and not sexually 
mature. If the finding can be supported from 
analysis of other whale shark litters, Dr. Schmidt 
said, "It would suggest that there is no whale 
shark breeding ground where large numbers of 
animals meet to mate, but rather that mating 
occurs as an isolated event." 
 

The journal article is available online at www.int-
res.com/articles/esr2010/12/n012p117.pdf 

Thank You to Our Supporters! 
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We are very grateful for the continued support of: 
• Adjacent to One 
• Adventure Aquarium 
• Wendy Benchley 
• William Bunting, Jr. 
• Patricia Chock 
• Dr. Sylvia Earle 
• Evinrude motors 
• Ben Fackler 
• The Freeman Foundation 
• Max & Victoria Goodwin 
• Edmund Grainger 
• Greater Than One, Inc. 
• Craig Grube 
• The Horgan Family 
• The Hun School of Princeton 
• The Imaging Foundation 
• Lauren Hutton 
• Jenkinson’s Aquarium 
• Jupp Baron Kerckerinck zur Borg 
• The Martin Revson Foundation 
• Beth & Tom McKenna 
• J. Arch McNamara, M.D. 
• Microwave Telemetry, Inc.  
• Nicole Miller 
• Amos Nachoum 
• Stephen Nagiewicz 
• OceanBlue Divers 
• The Philanthropic Group 
• Project Aware Foundation 
• Ted Przybocki 
• The Rohauer Collection Foundation 
• Rolex Watch USA 
• RPX 
• Wiltraud Salm 
• San Diego Shark Diving 
• The Shark Finatics 
• Greg Sparks 
• State Street Global Advisors 
• Barbara & Donald Tober 
• Underwater Adventures Aquarium 
• Underwater Video Images 
• The Verrill Foundation 
• Al Vinjamur 
• The Wave Foundation 
• World Wildlife Fund 
• Josip Zeko 
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Hawaii: First State in USA to Ban Possession of Sha rk Fins  

 

When Hawaii Governor Lingle signed SB2169. it 
was the last step in the process. On July 1, 2010 
the law went into effect! It has been an 
unbelievable journey. None of us predicted that 
we would make it this far, but we knew that is 
was worth trying. 
 

Why is this so significant? 
1) The bill was written, introduced, heard by six 
committees, discussed in conference and voted 
on several times, and it nevertheless survived. 
They say new legislation usually takes three 
years. This bill made it in one session (January 
through May). Most experts agreed that this bill 
had little chance to stay alive. It proves that it can 
be done and that the time may be right for 
massive action.  
 

2) The language of the law is ground-breaking 
because it prohibits the possession of fins, which 
goes far beyond any “shark finning” laws. This 
not only creates complete protection for sharks,  
it also prohibits trade on land, which means the 
end to all shark fin products including shark fin 
soup.   
 

3) The simplicity of the law makes it much easier 
to enforce. 
 

4) The common belief was that fishing and shark 
fin soup proponents would be forceful enough to 
stop this bill. In reality, there is a strong support 
base to stop shark finning. 
 

What does this mean to all of us?  
The momentum is there. The support is growing, 
and the timing may be perfect to go at this issue 
in a really big way. Lets get the media on board, 
let think big and lets keep working together to 
stop shark finning once and for all. 
    . . . Stefanie Brendl 

Hawaii was the last addition to the United States, but 
on May 28, 2010, it became the first state to institute a 
landmark ban on shark fins. This unprecedented 
measure, which prohibits the possession, sale or 
distribution of shark fins, will help arrest the cruel 
practice of shark finning and enhance shark 
conservation.   
 

The law, which took effect July 1, 2010, gives 
restaurants in Hawaii until July 2011 to dispose of 
stocks of shark fins. Thereafter, those in violation of of 
the law will face fines ranging to $15,000 for a first 
offense. A second offense provides for fines from 
$15,000 to $35,000, and shark fins, commercial 
marine licenses, vessels, fishing equipment, or other 
property involved in the violation will be subject to 
seizure and forfeiture. Penalties for a third offense 
provides for fines from $35,000 to $50,000, seizure 
and forfeiture as above, plus a year in jail. The law 
has teeth! 

 

A moving force 
b e h i n d  t h e 
legislation was 
Stefanie Brendl, 
who mobilized 
conservationists 
across the nation 
to show their 
support for the 
legislation, and 
wrote the account 
at right.  

 

Very special 
thanks are also due to SRI Board member Ben 
Fackler who streamlined the wording of the bill, and 
to Senator Clayton Hee who actively supported the 
bill as it moved through the Senate. 
 

The Hawaiian shark fin ban is a wonderful example of 
the effectiveness of collaboration between concerned 
activists, policymakers and scientists.  
 

On the federal level, we are now awaiting the Senate 
passage of the Shark Conversation Act of 2009 
(S.850). This legislation will strengthen the existing 
anti-finning laws by closing a loophole that currently 
permits a vessel to transport illegally obtained fins as 
long as the sharks were not finned aboard that vessel. 
It will also require all sharks to be landed with their 
fins naturally attached. 
 

Hawaii has put an end to shark finning. It's time for 
the rest of the United States, and the world, to 
follow suit. The Shark Research Institute is asking 
other states and the federal government to follow 
suit with similar legislation modeled after Hawaii’s 
law. 

Stefanie Brendl 
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The Sharks International scientific conference was 
held in Cairns, Queensland, Australia from June 
6-11, 2010. Sharks International was the long-
awaited successor to the Sharks Down Under 
Conference held in Sydney in 1991.  
 

Over five days of presentations, cutting edge 
research was presented by scientists from around 

the world, in nearly 100 talks and two poster sessions. Keynote speakers at the conference included Barry 
Bruce from CSIRO in Hobart, Tasmania, who spoke about satellite tracking of white sharks, Christopher 
Lowe from California State University who discussed the history and future of shark behavioral research, 
Geremy Cliff with the KwaZulu-Natal Sharks Board, who spoke about shark monitoring at KZN beaches, 
and John West of the Taronga Zoo in Sydney who reviewed the Australian Shark Attack File. Dr. Lowe’s 
particularly engaging presentation noted how the goals of shark research have changed from protecting 
man from sharks, to protecting sharks from man. 

 

The final day of the conference began with a morning session devoted to the 
biology of the whale shark, Rhincodon typus. During this session SRI 
scientists Jennifer Schmidt, of the University of Illinois, spoke about her recent 
paternity study of whale shark embryos, and David Rowat, of the Marine 
Conservation Society Seychelles, compared the population characteristics of 
the whale sharks he studies in the Seychelles and in Djibouti.  
 

Other presentations were made by Mauvis Gore, who contrasted whale shark 
and basking shark diving behavior, Deni Ramirez who discussed her 
population genetic studies of whale sharks in the Sea of Cortez, and Mark 
Meekan, who demonstrated how he is using whale shark-mounted video 
cameras to document their behavior. 
 

The conference ended with a banquet featuring an awards presentation and 
entertainment by an aboriginal dance troupe.  The Student’s Choice Award for 
best conference presentation was given to Dr. Mahmood Shivji of Nova 

Southeastern University for his 
presentation “A meta-analysis of 
population genetic structure in fishery 
exploited sharks”.  
 

Sharks International was attended by 
more than 200 researchers from 23 
countries studying all aspects of the 
biology and ecology of sharks and rays. 
The conference was organized by 
Michelle Heupel, Colin Simpfendorfer, 
Andrew Chin, and Cynthia Awruch, all 
with James Cook University in Townsville, 
and was sponsored by the Australian 
Government, the Save our Seas 
Foundation, James Cook University, 
Cairns Marine, and CSIRO, among other 
organizations. 
 

Select conference papers will be published in the Conference Proceedings as a special issue of the journal 
Marine and Freshwater Research.   

Sharks International Conference 

Dr. Mahmood Shivji  
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Whale Sharks by Dr. David Rowat 
This book is a “must have” for everyone who wants to learn more about whale 
sharks! Since joining SRI in 1995 and becoming Director of SRI-Seychelles, 
David earned his Ph.D. and has conducted ground-breaking research on whale 
sharks. In addition to stunning photographs of whale sharks, David explains past 
and current research methodology used to uncover many of the mysteries about 
the lives of these gentle giants. The book is available on Amazon.com, but may 
be slightly less expensive on YPD books.com 
 
 

 

Deep Blue Home by Julia Whitty 
Julia Whitty is an eloquent award-winning writer! She uses words to evoke stunning visual 
images, and cutting-edge science to give readers a look inside, and a deeper appreciation 
for,  the ecological web that binds our vast oceans; their history and forces driving them, the 
lives and social dynamics of birds that travel them and the marine creatures that inhabit 
them. Order from Amazon.com via Shark Shoppe on our website: $24 hardcover Be sure to 
also read A Tortoise for the Queen of Tonga (short stories) and The Fragile Edge. All of 
Whitty’s books may be ordered from Amazon.com. 
 
 

Second Nature: The Inner Lives of Animals by Jonathan Balcombe 
For centuries humans believed we are the only ones that matter. Today, that is all changing. 
New scientific studies of animal behavior reveal perceptions, intelligence, awareness and 
social skills that would have deemed fantasy a generation ago. Second Nature's rich 
treatment of animal awareness, cognition, emotion, and perception provides the foundation 
for Balcome's powerful core argument — that we humans can do better, that we must do 
better, by the other inhabitants of Planet Earth. Available from Amazon.com at $27 
hardcover, but also available ‘used’ and via Kindle. 
 
 
 

Oceans: The Threats to Our Seas and What You Can Do  to Turn the Tide edited by Jon 
Bowermaster 
This anthology is a companion volume to the acclaimed film, Oceans, that explores the 
splendor of the world’s seas and shows the strange and fascinating creatures that live in its 
depth. The book shows how we can change our lives to help keep the ocean both viable and 
healthy for years to come.322 pages.  Available from Amazon.com from $16.95. 
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In March, Oceana announced its second annual “Ocean Heroes Award” contest 
and asked for nominations for those who make a difference for the oceans. This 
year, Oceana added a “Junior Ocean Heroes Award” for nominees under 18 years 
of age in order to  recognize the next generation of ocean heroes. “This is our 
chance to honor those –- young and old — who do great things for the ocean, but 
otherwise might not get the recognition they deserve,” Oceana CEO Andrew 
Sharpless said. The winners, chosen by public votes, were announced at Oceana’s 

celebration of World Oceans Day in Los Angeles. The Shark Finatics were awarded the Junior Ocean Heroes 
Award. Their teacher, Robin Culler, accepted the award and a $500 gift card on behalf of the Shark Finatics at 
the celebration in Los Angeles  
 

SRI congratulates Ms. Culler and her amazing and wonderful Shark Finatics!! 

Members Bookshelf  

The Shark Finatics Win the Junior Ocean Heroes Awar d! 



Sylvia Earle’s Mission Blue Project 
 

In 2009 SRI Honorary President Sylvia Earle received a prestigious TED award. 
The Award is given annually for technology, entertainment and design to 
exceptional individuals. It  consists of $100,000 and an opportunity to make “One 
Wish to Change the World.” 
 

Sylvia’s wish: “I wish you would use all means at your disposal —- Films! 
Expeditions! The Web! More! — to ignite public support for a global network of 
marine-protected areas, Hope Spots large enough to save and restore the ocean, 
the blue heart of the plant.” 
 

“Hope Spots,” Sylvia explains, “are special places that are critical to the health of 
the ocean, Earth's blue heart. Some of these Hope Spots are already protected, 
while others are important enough that it is imperative that they be protected.“ 
 

About 12% of the land around the world is now under some form of protection (as 
national parks, world heritage sites, monuments, etc.), but less than one percent of 
the ocean is protected in any way. Sylvia is committed to changing this. Networks 

of marine protected areas maintain healthy biodiversity, provide a carbon sink, generate life-giving oxygen, 
preserve critical habitat and allow low-impact activities like ecotourism to thrive. They are good for the ocean, 
which means they are good for us.  
 

We are often asked, "How much protection is enough?" We can only answer with another question: How 
much of your heart is worth protecting? 
 

The Mission Blue team organizes three expeditions a year to Hope Spots whose preservation is crucial to 
ocean health and biodiversity. The expeditions provide an opportunity to feature the ecosystems, people, 
animals and plants that make these places worth preserving — using social media, blogs, live feeds and new 
content on Google Earth's Explore the Ocean layer. 
 

So far more than $15 million has been pledged by 100 people to support long term ocean and marine 
conservation. Supporters include Leonardo di Caprio, Glen Close, Jackson Browne and Chevy Chase.  
 

The ongoing catastrophe in the Gulf of Mexico makes the Mission Blue project more important than ever. For 
information on how to join the project, go to www.mission-blue.org  

Sonja Fordham, winner of the Shark Research Institute’s Peter Benchley Shark 
Conservation Award for Advocacy in 2007, recently created Shark Advocates 
International (SAI), a new, non-profit initiative dedicated to conserving some of 
the ocean's most vulnerable, valuable, and neglected animals — the sharks.  
 

For more than two-decades Sonja championed for 
protection of spiny dogfish on the front lines of shark fishing 
and trade debates, and she was also policy director of the 
Europe’s Shark Alliance.  
 

Sonja works effectively in the toughest policy arenas, 
defending existing safeguards and promoting the next most 

significant and urgently needed advances in shark conservation, and she has always 
put a premium on accuracy and perseverance. SAI will provide leadership in 
advancing science-based national and international shark conservation policies, serve 
as a reliable source for related information, and SRI welcomes the opportunity to 
collaborate with SAI. 
 

For more information, go to www.sharksinternational.org  

Shark Avocates International 
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Sylvia Earle’s Mission Blue Project 
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This year BLUE Film Festival and Ocean Summit in 
Monterey, California, was ROCKING!  
 

The festival featured five days of activities filled with 
seminars, workshops and, of course, the best of 
movies focusing on Ocean issues.  
 

The message this year, championed by Dr. Sylvia 
Earle, was echoed by everyone else: The next ten 
years are critical to the survival of the ocean, but 
there is hope as we gain more and more supporters, 
and our educational efforts reach out to all corners of 
the world. 
 

In addition to a full slate of presentations, the festival 
organizers Debbie and Richard Kinder were able to 
assemble leading shakers and movers in science, 
research and the media (print, TV, film and internet), 
including Dr. Sylvia Earle; Jean-Michel Cousteau; 
Fabien and Céline Cousteau; the prolific writer Dr. 
Carl Safina, who also received the Sylvia Earle 
Award; Daniel Basta, director of the National Marine 
Sanctuary; Dr. John Francis from National 
Geographic; and Charlotte Vick from Google Ocean. 
Chris Palmer brought his classes to their feet — 
stretching arms and minds — how to make a 
difference. He inspired us to be and stay the best.  
 

From the media, the presentation by Greg and Shaun 
MacGillivray of the Imax 3D production and education 
was leading the pack. The world’s prominent filmmakers showed their films and gave presentations: Tom 
Campbell, Howard & Michelle Hall, Bob Talbot, Chuck Davis and Didier Noirot (from France) to mention only a 
few. 
 

David Doubilet and Jennifer Hayes hosted everyone on the first night opening — their stunning imagery in a 
gallery that set the tune for the whole week — artistic excellence and bravery in face of the challenges we are 
facing. 
 

The setup in Monterey was perfect for this event, and included a night that the Packard family invited all the 
delegates to a private party at the one of the world premier aquariums. 
 

The event carried and featured numerous workshops about the fragile state of the ocean due to plastic 
pollution and ocean acidification. These two issues were featured widely in several film productions. The 
movie "Bag it" — about plastic and its harmful consequences — won the Best of Show. The film was indeed 
very well documented and got its message across with humor and a clear delivery. 
 

  
A Report by Amos Nachoum,  SRI Advisory Board 
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Last, but not least Jean Michel Cousteau 
brought the house to tears as he celebrated 
his father Jacques Cousteau’s 100th birthday, 
and Dr. Earle celebrated her 75th birthday 
with us all dancing ‘til late hours of the night 
and early hours of the morning. . . 
 

Shark Research Institute is a participating 
sponsor of BLUE, so if you missed BLUE, 
plan to attend it next year. You will enjoy the 
parties and the camaraderie. You will  be able 
to network, learn much more than you 
expected,  become inspired, and find new 
ways to make our projects come alive . . .  
 

by Sherman’s Lagoon Jim Toomey 

Jean-Michel Cousteau and Sylvia Earle 

Book signings 

One of many panel discussions 
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The whale shark is the largest fish in the sea, yet studies 
have shown that whale shark numbers are declining in 
some parts of their range. My laboratory, in collaboration 
with SRI field biologists and other researchers around the 
world, is studying the population genetics of the whale 
shark. A genetic approach, when combined with 
ecological and tracking studies, can help us understand 
the migratory and reproductive behavior of these animals 
— critical data for designing conservation plans. 
 

Our ongoing study takes a global approach to whale shark 
genetics, incorporating DNA samples from sharks around 
the world. One key location that was not represented in 
our study, however, was the Western Pacific, including 
waters around the Philippines. As active whale shark 
fisheries exist in nearby, incorporating data from Filipino 

whale sharks was essential. With this goal in mind, I traveled with fellow researcher Robin Ernst to Donsol  to 
collect whale shark tissue samples for genetic analysis. During our time in Donsol we established 
collaborations with local whale shark researchers, collected whale shark tissue samples, and designed a 
research strategy for a return trip next season. 
 

Our work in Donsol is carried out in collaboration with the World Wildlife Fund-Philippines, and permits were 
obtained through the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. We are grateful for the assistance of Elson 
Aca, WWF-Philippines staff Joel Palma, Rafael Burce, Gilbert Guadamor and David David, Edwin Alesna of 
the BFAR, and Lene and Claus Topp of WWF-Denmark. We would also like to thank Carlos Pendor for the 
use of his boat, the Juan Carlos, and his wonderful crew.   
 

Our time in Donsol coincided with the local Butanding (Whale Shark) Festival, when the people of Donsol 
celebrate all things whale shark! Preparations begin well in advance of the festival date, with the people of 
each local barangay (a village or neighborhood) using their artistic skills to create life-sized whale sharks from 
materials ranging from steel and wood to canvas and paper mâché.  
 

On festival day, each barangay displays their whale shark onto a decorated boat for an aquatic parade along 
the coast and into Donsol harbor. There the whale sharks are transferred to wheeled vehicles for another 
parade through the center of town. The day-long festivities include speeches, carnival games and music 
performances, and end with an evening fireworks display. 

A mural to celebrate whale sharks 

The parade begins at sea 

Whale Shark Field Research in Donsol, Philippines 
By Jennifer Schmidt and Robin Ernst, University of Illinois at Chicago and the Shark Research Institut e 
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. . .and paraded through town  

Festivities end with fireworks  

Then the sharks are taken off the boats . . .  
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When well-known shark photographer and 
author Jim Abernethy saw this nine-foot female 
scalloped hammerhead shark dead on a cart at 
Sailfish Marina, in Palm Beach Shores, Florida, 
he was disgusted and outraged.  
 

Jim promptly contacted SRI and the press, and 
provided the following information:  
 

1. Scalloped hammerheads are endangered; 
they are listed on the IUCN (International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature) Red List of 
Threatened Species as "Endangered" which is 
defined as "Very High Risk of Extinction".  
http://www.iucnredlist.org/apps/redlist/details/393 85/0  
Killing a large, potentially pregnant, mature female like this one is especially damaging. There are only a 
small number of these mature females remaining and they should be protected in order to sustain and 
rebuild the current population. 
 

2. It is illegal to kill a fish that you are not going to eat. This is called willful and wanton waste of wildlife and 
it is prohibited under Florida statute 379.2421 
Fishers and equipment; regulation. 
— (4) RETURN OF FISH TO WATER.— All persons taking food fish from any of the waters of this state by 
use of seines, nets, or other fishing devices and not using any of such fish because of size or other 
reasons shall immediately release and return such fish alive to the water from which taken and no such fish 
may be placed or deposited on any bank, shore, beach or other place out of the water.” 
 

3. However, sharks of this size are not suitable for consumption because of the high levels of 
methylmercury and other toxins that accumulate in their bodies. The Florida Department of Health 
publication "Your Guide to Eating Fish Caught in Florida" states with regard to sharks: “All coastal waters: 
Shark, all species 43 inches or more: Do Not Eat.” It was obvious that no one intended to eat this shark 
anyway since Captain Krohn of the Boomerang left the dead shark lying in the sun on the dock. 
 

4. What would compel someone to kill this beautiful and endangered animal for absolutely no good 
reason? Possibly to push a potential sale with a taxidermist for a mount as a trophy for the wall. It is a well-
known fact that the captains get a commission from the taxidermist for the sale. The dead animal is often 
used as a lever to push the sale so it will not be viewed as a total waste! It is also well known fact that 
taxidermists no longer use any part of the animal. They just measure it and make a fiberglass replica from 
previous mounts! (Note: it was later discovered that a Pennsylvania couple had landed the shark as a 
trophy. Capt. Krohn of Boomerang Charters, who has run the  44-foot sport-fishing boat Boomerang since 
1980, said. "It was a good customer of mine. His wife wanted something for the wall.") 
 

Sharks are being driven closer and closer to extinction because of commercial fishing for their fins, and 
because of careless and wasteful practices like what we've seen today. Sharks don't produce millions of 
eggs like other fish; they reproduce slowly and have small litters. This makes them extremely vulnerable 
and when their populations are depleted, they can't recover.   
 

Hammerheads need to have legal protection from all fishing. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission is going to consider adding hammerheads to the Prohibited Species List this year.  I'm thrilled 
that they've recognized the need to protect these animals and hope to see this regulation passed soon. But 
Florida is just one state.  These animals desperately need Federal and International protection as well!! 
 

To watch a video of Jim talking about this issue, and leave your comments, go to: 
http://current.com/green/92627366_shark-death-a-was te-of-life.htm 
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Expeditions 

When a ten-foot 
wh i t e  s h a r k 
stranded at a 
N e w  S o u t h 
Wales beach, a 
surfer came to its 
r escue.  T he 
surfer bailed 
water on to its 
back by hand and 
began digging 
out a trench on 
the ocean side. 
When he was 
joined by Andrew 
Eckersley, the 
t w o  G o o d 
Samaritans tried 

using driftwood to 
hoist the shark to 
sea. When that 
failed, they took a 
h a n d s - o n 
approach, slowly 
pulling the shark 
t o wa rd s  t h e 
waves. The shark 
was still very 
sluggish when they got to knee-deep water, and so 
the surfer took the shark to waist-deep water and it 
slowly swam away.  
 

Despite the heroic rescue, next day the shark was 
found dead on the same beach. To make matters 
worse, someone had chopped-off the shark's jaws 
for a keepsake — even though it's illegal to 
possess parts belonging to threatened species. 

A passerby reads a "No More Shark Fin" ad in front of 
the Golden Tripod Attic Restaurant in Beijng.  Photo: 
Liang Chen  

A Good Sign! 

A spec ia l  ‘Thank  You ’  to 
Jenkinson’s Aquarium in Point 
Pleasant Beach, New Jersey, for their 
tremendous support of our No Finning 
Campaign. To date, more than 460 
aquarium visitors have signed SRI’s 
No Finning cards. 
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New Stamps by Wyland, SRI Advisory Board 

Spaces are available on the following expeditions. 
To reserve a spot or obtain more details, call SRI 
Headquarters at 609-921-3522, or go to: 
www.sharks.org/expeditions 
 

False Bay, South Africa with Chris Fallows These 
are the sharks of ‘Air Jaws’ fame, known for 
spectacular aerial displays.   
 

Lembah Straits, Indonesia  
with Tom Campbell  
September 18-29, 2010, $3,104 per diver.  
September 30-October 11, 2696, $2,696 per diver. 

The Government of Ecuador has just announced 
that it has outlawed, effective immediately, the 
taking of Manta birostris, Mobula japonica, 
Mobula thurstoni, Mobula munkiana and Mobula 
tarapacana. The new law prohibits taking of 
these species by any form of fishing method. If 
incidentally caught, the animals must be 
returned to the sea, alive or dead.  

Surfer Aids Stranded White Shark. 
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Our annual Shark Celebrity Auction was a huge 
success! 
 

Shark celebrities & scientists from around the 
world allowed themselves to be auctioned to 
raise funds for our shark conservation programs 
 

Winning bidders will be taking their celebrity to 
lunch or dinner and have the opportunity to “talk 
shark” with one of the world’s experts. 
 

We thank all of you, celebs and bidders alike, for 
making the event so much fun for everyone — 
and generating many $ for shark conservation! 


