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The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) has 
become the first U.S. territory to ban trade, distribution and 
possession of shark fins. 
  

“We proudly follow suit behind Palau's creation of a shark sanctuary in 
2009, Hawaii's law banning all shark products in 2010, and President 
Obama's enactment of the Shark Conservation Act,” Governor 
Benigno R. Fitial told the crowd inside the conference room who 
witnessed the signing of the new law on January 27, 2011. 
 

Inspired by Hawaii, the first U.S. state to ban possession, sale or 
distribution of shark fin, sell or distribute shark fins. The CNMI, in turn, 
inspired Guam to also introduce a similar bill. Governor Fitial said this 
should also inspire other island nations and countries to pass their 
own shark protection laws.  
 

Fitial said he received only positive comments about what he 
described as a “landmark” legislation, and that he was never 
pressured by anybody not to sign the bill. Fitial said the CNMI has 
seen much progress in preventing overfishing, minimizing bycatch, 
and protecting fish stocks and habitats. “However, there is still room to 

do more,” he added. “To protect its natural wealth, the CNMI has created marine protected areas, has been 
doing coral reef monitoring, and holding educational outreach programs to teach people about the importance 
of conservation,” said Fitial. “Now with the implementation of the Shark Fin Prohibition Act, we can add 
protecting the animals at the top of the marine food chain — sharks — to that list.”  
 

Restaurants in the CNMI that possess shark fins may still serve shark fin soup, sell or offer for sale shark fins 
within 90 days (give date). After that, it will be illegal to do so. (The law still allows catching of sharks for 
subsistence or non-commercial purposes.) 
 

House minority leader Diego T. Benavente, the bill's author, said the work does not stop here. He said 
attention should be focused on enforcing the law. “I'm just so happy that it's signed into law not because it's 
my bill, but because I truly believe in the legislation, that it will make a difference in the lives of CNMI people 
but also to people in other parts of the world by helping to protect sharks and the marine environment,” said 
Benavente, a fisherman himself. 
 

Persons found in violation of the new law may be fined not less than $5,000 but not more than $30,000, 
and/or imprisoned for not more than six months. 
 

Also present at the bill signing were Lt. Gov. Eloy S. Inos, Delegate Gregorio Kilili Sablan, Speaker Eli 
Cabrera (R-Saipan), Senate President Paul Manglona (Ind-Rota), Tinian Mayor Ramon Dela Cruz, other 
CNMI lawmakers, other government officials and community members supporting a global movement to 
protect sharks, and Rob Stewart, director of the documentary Sharkwater, was also at the bill signing. Stewart 
said the signing ceremony will be included in his next film.  
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  Governor Fitial said he also got a call from 
Hawaii State Senator Clayton Hee, who was in 
Saipan in December to drum up support for 
Benavente's bill. 
 

 “The legislation shines a positive international 
spotlight on the CNMI and positions the islands 
as a pioneer in shark and ocean conservation,” 
said Iris Ho, wildlife campaign manager for 
Humane Society International which, together 
with its partner organizations, is one of the 
world's largest animal protection organizations. 
 

 Benavente's bill, House Bill 17-94, House Draft 
1, Senate Draft 1 is now CNMI Public Law 17-27.  

 
  

Stephanie Brendl and Hawaiian State Senator Clayton Hee, 
sponsor of the bill that became the strongest anti-shark 
finning law in the USA. 

CNMI Law... continued 

Shark Finning Legislation Update 

President Bill Clinton signed the Shark Finning Prohibition Act in 2000. It banned the practice in U.S. 
waters, and also the importation of shark fins without the rest of the carcass.  
 

These protections were strengthened on Jan. 4, 2011, when President Barack Obama signed the Shark 
Conservation Act. It closed some loopholes in the earlier legislation, such as provisions that allowed ships 
to carry fins separate from shark carcasses as long as certain proportions were maintained.  
 

HAWAII: On May 29, 2010, Governor Linda Lingle of Hawaii signed into law S.B. 2169, championed by 
State Senator Clayton Hee, which prohibits the possession, sale or distribution of shark fins in the state. In 
Hawaii, restaurants have until June 30 to cook or dispose of their fin inventories, and penalties for 
possession will be severe, with fines of $5,000 to $15,000 for a first offense.  
 
GUAM: On February 24, 2011, Guam legislators unanimously passed Bill 44-31 sponsored by Senator 
B.J. Cruz and co-sponsored by Senator Rory Respecio. The bill curbs the trade of sharks fins in the US 
Territory of Guam. Bill 44 makes it a felony for any person to possess, sell, offer for sale, trade, or distribute 
a shark fin. The bill contains an exception for anyone who currently holds a valid permit to possess shark 
fins from the Dept. of Fish & Game.  Existing permits may be valid for another two years, but cannot be 
renewed. Please send letters of congratulations to Guam Senators B.J. Cruz and Senator Rory Respecio, 
and Governor Eddie Calvo. 
 

CALIFORNIA: On February 11, 2011, two California State Assembly members, Paul Fong (D-Mountain 
View) and Jared Huffman (D-San Rafael), introduced Assembly Bill 376, which would eliminate the sale of 
shark fins in the state, but it is meeting strong opposition from Senator Leland Yee, (D-San Francisco), who 
alleges that ban on shark fins would be an "attack on Asian culture." The Asian demand for shark fins has 
led to a catastrophic collapse in shark populations around the world says John McCosker, chairman of 
aquatic biology for the California Academy of Sciences. Finning has to be ended because “the entire 
ecosystem, including many other species, suffer when the top ocean predators are gone,” said McCosker.  
 

Similar bills have been introduced in Washington State (SB 5688), and in Oregon (House Bill 2838, 
introduced January 9, 2011).  
 

Letters of support for passage of the bills in Washington, Oregon and California, are urgently needed.  
Letters have proven to be more effective than emails or petitions.  
 

Page 2 



Volume 20, No. 1 

Thank You to Our Supporters! 

We are very grateful for the continued support of: 

• The Adikes Family Foundation 

• Adjacent to One 

• Adventure Aquarium 

• Galveston Chapter, American Association 

   of Zoo Keepers 

• Wendy Benchley 

• William Bunting, Jr. 

• Patricia Chock 

• Dr. Sylvia Earle 

• Evinrude Motors 

• Ben Fackler 

• Max & Victoria Goodwin 

• Edmund Grainger 

• Grant Giuliano 

• Greater Than One, Inc. 

• Craig Grube 

• Patrick Haemmig 

• The Horgan Family 

• The Hun School of Princeton 

• The Imaging Foundation 

• Lauren Hutton 

• Jenkinson’s Aquarium 

• Jupp Baron Kerckerinck zur Borg 

• The Martin Revson Foundation 

• Beth & Tom McKenna 

• The McNamara Family 

• Microwave Telemetry, Inc.  

• Nicole Miller 

• Amos Nachoum 

• Shark Bite Scuba 

• Stephen Nagiewicz 

• OceanBlue Divers 

• Ocean Geographic Society 

• The Philanthropic Group 

• Ted Przybocki 

• The Rohauer Collection Foundation 

• Rolex Watch USA 

• RPX 

• Wiltraud Salm 

• San Diego Shark Diving 

• The Shark Finatics 

• Greg Sparks 

• State Street Global Advisors 

• The Barbara & Donald Tober Foundation 

• Underwater Video Images 

• The Verrill Foundation 

• Al Vinjamur 

• The WAVE Foundation 

• Kathrin Winkler & Angus Campbell 

• World Wildlife Fund 

• Josip Zeko 

Mission Blue Conference 
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If you are thinking of buying or 
selling a home, you can make a big 
donation to the Shark Research 
Institute — and it won’t cost you a 
dime. 
 

It is possible through our new partnership with 
My Broker Donates, which matches our 
supporters with caring, qualified real-estate 
brokers who have agreed to donate 15% of 
their fee to the Shark Research Institute. 
 

The potential donations are impressive: a 
$500,000 home would generate a donation of 
more than $2,000. That’s money we can use to 
save sharks from destructive fishing practices 
and to educate people about these magnificent 
animals. 
 

Please visit www.mybrokerdonates.com to 
learn more. 

A Major Donation  that Costs You Nothing 

Sylvia Earle is the driving force behind Mission Blue, 
an organization dedicated to igniting global public 
support to save our oceans. Mission Blue aims to 
create “Hope Spots” — protected marine 
sanctuaries — that will provide respite for marine 
species and habitats. Marine protected areas are 
places in the ocean that merit special protection 
because of their wildlife and important underwater 
habitats. They provide hope for the ocean, hope for 
us. Each Hope Spot gives the ocean respite from 
human impacts, and a chance to recover and to 
flourish. Mission Blue recently launched a first-of-its-
kind sea voyage conference aboard the National 
Geographic Endeavour, providing an opportunity for 
like-minded people to come together and discuss 
how to protect the oceans. Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Glenn Close and Chevy Chase were among more 
than a hundred global leaders, marine scientists, 
deep-sea explorers and environmentalists who 
joined Earle for the four-day conference. 



Seasick, Ocean Change and the Extinction of Life on Earth, by Alanna Mitchel 
“As I read Seasick, I thought of biologist writer Rachel Carson. . . If climate change had 
been recognized when Carson was writing about the ocean, she would have written a 
book like Seasick” Brian Harvey, Canadian Geographic. 
 

 “The energetic author rides catamarans and snorkels around the world to explain the 
threats to corals and turtles, and why we all rely on plankton. She journeys to the Gulf of 
Mexico to see a thing called ‘the blob’ (a big body of low oxygen water, or ‘dead zone’), 
stops off in China and Zanzibar, and even ends up climbing the Pyrenees. The 
resounding lesson, by the end, is that man has been unwittingly beome part of the 
marine habitat, and our behavior has to change.” - Steven Poole, The Guardian. 161 
pages, $25 (less if used) at Amazon.com 
 

 

My Sunset Rendezvous, Crisis in Tahiti, by Ila France Porcher   
 Porcher is an engaging writer! Her book takes you through her years of studying the 
local  reef sharks in Polynesia. Porcher made intriguing discoveries about shark 
cognition; she and a colleague, Dr. Arthur A. Myrberg, Jr., found evidence that sharks 
can reason and the degree to which they are social animals.  When a company from 
Singapore began finning the sharks in August 2003, Porcher witnessed the devastating 
results and sought to protect the sharks from this cruel practice. Through the hard work 
and determination of many wildlife advocates, the sharks finally found protection in 
2006. She also describes her experience with BBC who filmed her work, and the film’s 
subsequent purchase and “re-editing” by Discovery Channel to remove its science and 
conservation messages. 630 pages. $29.90 and less at Amazon.com.  
 

Oxford University Press is offering a 350 page Conservation Biology textbook freely 
available to all.  Download the book at: http://www.mongabay.com/conservation-
biology-for-all.html 

 
Shark Handbook by Dr. Gregory Skomal with photographs by Nick 
Caloyianis. 
 In this comprehensive and colorful handbook, shark expert Greg 
Skomal takes readers on a tour of the world’s sharks — what they 
are, how they evolved, and how they exist the marine 
environment. He provides information on shark anatomy, 
adaptation, and conservation 278 pages. $14.95 (less of used) 
atvailable from Amazon.com. 
 
Spirit Deep by Thomas J. Waite 
  Marine fantasy: Nautical archaeologist Sam Johnson finds an 
intact sunken Spanish galleon protected by a ghost white shark 

and adventures follow. A good summer beach read.  $13.69 at Amazon.com. $2.99 for 
the Kindle edition. 

 

Discovery Channels: Top 10 Deadliest Sharks by Shawn Van Briesen  
 This is a comic book (graphic non-fiction paperback).  “It has tips on how 
to stay safe and avoid shark attacks, and talks about the importance of 
sharks to our ecosystem,” according to Elizabeth Bakacs, V.P. of 
licensing at Discovery Communications. (Hmmm...if Discovery really wanted to promote the 
importance of sharks, why  the sensationalism and referring to sharks as ‘deadly’?!).  $9.99 at 
Amazon.com. Not recommended. 
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SRI Welcomes New Members of the SRI Team 

SRI welcomes our new Director of Development and two new members to our Advisory Board. 
 

Debra Canabal, Ph.D. – Director of Development 

Debra Canabal earned her Ph.D. in Biomedical Science with a concentration in 
neuroscience at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. She did 
her thesis work on neuronal control of glucose homeostasis and how it is altered in 
Diabetes. She was also a recipient of a National Science Foundation grant in which 
she facilitated the science curriculum for inner city school systems. After completing 
her Ph.D. she became an animal nutritionist for large and small pharmaceutical 
companies. 
 

During graduate school, she went on her first shark dive in the Bay Islands of 
Honduras. She immediately developed a passion for sharks and in 2009 she joined 
the Shark Diver Magazine team as a staff photographer. As her love for sharks 

deepened, she focused her efforts on their preservation. Debra believes research and education will lead to 
the conservation of sharks, and hopes to inspire a new outlook on sharks and their need for their protection. 

 

Lee Peterson is an award-winning photographer. His science background earned 
him a position in the military where he worked on photographic engineering projects 
at Edwards Air Force Base.  
 

He developed his own underwater camera housings and strobes and formed 
Marine Camera Distributors to sell a multitude of systems to professional 
underwater photographers and was one of the founders of the San Diego 
Underwater Photographic Society in 1961.  
 

 Lee now runs the San Diego Photodistrict community and his own Photographic 
commercial business. When he is not traveling the world exploring, working, and 
educating, Lee Peterson resides in San Diego, California with his wife, Terri, and 
their two sons. Lee has been a strong supporter of SRI since 1991. 

 
Michael Aw is an award-winning underwater photographer, author, publisher, 
and the founding director of OceanNEnvironment, an NGO which  promotes and 
initiates preservation projects, and documents the status of coral reefs, bio-
diversity and the impact of man-made pollution through research programs, and 
measurable conservation projects. With OceanNEnvironment, he initiated the 
Napoleon wrasse protection program in the Maldives, the turtle nest adoption 
program in Indonesia and the Say No to Shark Fins campaign in the South East 
Asia.  
 

As founder and publisher of Asian Geographic and publisher of Scuba Diver from 
1998 to 2005, he used the magazines to support the conservation efforts of 
OceanNEnvironment.  He acquired Scuba Diver Australasia in 2001 and 
successfully launched the title into South East Asia and become the official 
magazine for the PADI Diving Society in 2004.  In 2007, he founded Ocean 
Geographic magazine. 

 

Michael’s work on environmental issues and natural history, have been featured in BBC Wildlife, National 
Geographic, Asian Geographic, GEO, Underwater GEOGRAPHIC, Nature Focus, Action Asia, Scuba Diver, 
Smithsonian magazine, Ocean Realm (USA), Times, Asia Week, DIVE, Unterwasser, Tauchen, and 
Aquanaut. Michael has published 27 books, and was a contributing author to another 11 books. His 
photographs have received more than 50 awards from several international organizations including the 
prestigious Nikon International Photo Contest on three occasions.  
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During a six-day period (November 30 to December 
5, 2010) five tourists were bitten by sharks in the Red 
Sea just north of Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, one of the 
world’s top dive destinations. Of the five individuals, 
one was killed and three were seriously injured.   

 

The Egyptian government moved quickly and 
assembled an international team to conduct a 
forensic analysis of the accidents to determine the 
causal factors, and present suggestions on how to 
lower the risk of future accidents. 

The team consisted of Ralph Collier, Director of the 
Global Shark Attack File; Marie Levine, Executive 
Director of the Shark Research Institute, Leonard J. 
V. Compango, Director of the Shark Research 
Institute; Erich Ritter, shark behaviorist; Moustafa 
Fouda, Advisor to Egypt’s Minister of Biodiversity; 
Mohammad Salem, Director of the South Sinai 
National Park, and Nasser Galal and Hesham Gabr 
of the Egyptian Chamber of Diving and Water 
Sports.   
 

The team concluded that a number of factors 
contributed to the November / December 2010 
accidents, and submitted their recommendations to 
the Egyptian authorities.   
 

Despite proposals by hoteliers, the team refused to   
support the installation of shark nets. Instead, they 
promoted education of visitors and stiffer penalties 
for violators of existing legislation protecting the 
marine environment. 

 

   
 

  

 
.  

Shark Accidents at Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt 

Ralph Collier of the Global Shark Attack file reviews 
data with  Dr. Mohammed Salem, Director of the South 
Sinai National Park. 

Research vessel used by the team  
to survey the sites of the accidents. 
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One of the resorts where 2 snorkelers were bitten a few days earlier. 
The beaches were closed. All watersports were banned by the authorities. 

An oceanic whitetip shark and a mako shark  
were subsequently caught.  

The stomachs of both sharks were empty. 
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SRI Board Member Al Vinjamur is showing many of 
his recent images at a solo  exhibition in New York. 
and 100% of image sales will benefit the Shark 
Research Institute, the World Wildlife Fund, and the 
Bohemian Benevolent & Literary Association. 
 

Fauna : Land, Sea, & Sky, an exhibition of wildlife 
photography by SRI Trustee Al Vinjamur 
(alvinjamur.com) is on view at the Bohemian 
National Hall, 321 East 73rd Street, 3rd Floor, New 
York, NY 10021 and will run through March 19, 
2011.   
 

This is the artist's first solo exhibition in New York City 
and 100% of image sales will benefit the Shark 
Research Institute, the World Worldlife Fund, and the 
Bohemian Benevolent & Literary Association. 

All SRI Members & Guests Invited 
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More than 10 years after members of the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (UN FAO) approved an international plan to conserve sharks, a 
new analysis by TRAFFIC finds that it has yet to be fully implemented. With 30 
percent of all shark species now threatened or near threatened with extinction, 
there is little evidence that the plan has contributed significantly to improved 
conservation and management of these animals.  
   
The analysis uses fisheries information provided to the UN FAO to identify the 
top 20 shark-catching countries and other entities, and then assesses whether 
they have taken the management and conservation measures they agreed to in 
2001. According to the review, only 13 of the top 20 have developed national 
plans of action to protect sharks — one of the primary recommendations from 
2001 — and it remains unclear how those plans have been implemented or if 
they have been effective. The top 20 shark catchers account for more than 
640,000 tonnes annually, nearly 80 percent of total shark catch reported 
globally. The top 10, in order, are: Indonesia, India, Spain, Taiwan, Argentina, 
Mexico, Pakistan, United States, Japan, and Malaysia. Indonesia, India, Spain 
and Taiwan account for more than 35 percent of all sharks taken annually, based on their own reported 
data.   
 

The report, authored by Mary Lackey of Pew and Glen Sant, TRAFFIC’s Global Marine Programme Leader, 
can be downloaded from TRAFFIC’s website: http://www.traffic.org/ 
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Sport divers who participate in SRI expeditions are of great help to our field researchers, and part of their 
cost is deductible from US federal income taxes. At present, only two field expeditions have spaces 
available:  
 

Utila, Bay Islands, Honduras : April 30 to May 7, 2011. SRI has been conducting research on whale 
sharks off Utila since 1998, and in 1999 assisted in drafting protective legislation for the species in 
Honduran waters. On this expedition we will be collaborating with Ecocean, which has developed pattern-
recognition software that enables photographic identification of individual whale sharks. Cost per diver 
$1,760 includes accommodation, means, diving and transfers in Utila. 
 

Cancun, Mexico : July 23 to July 30, 2011.  Dr. Jennifer V. Schmidt, the project leader, will be taking 
divers to the Afuera Whale Shark Aggregation. (See our last newsletter.) Call SRI HQ at 609.921.3522 for 
cost and to reserve a space. 
 

If you are not free for either these expeditions but want to dive with 
sharks, two of our members are offering dive trips this year, 
including dives in South Africa’s sardine run, one of the ocean’s 
great spectacles: 
 

Debbie Smith is taking divers to the June-July sardine run, and 
other areas in South Africa. For information and bookings, go to: 
 http://www.divingwithsharks.co.za/bookings.html 
 

Lesley Rochat is offering 3  trips for groups of 10 divers per trip and 
photo courses: One trip to the sardine run and two shark diving 
trips. The sardine run trip is June 13-19, 2011. The cost per diver is 
R24,980 ($3,628.90) and includes accommodations, meals, boat 
and scuba tanks. It does not include airfare from Durban to Mboyi (R1,800/$261.50). For more information 
or to book a space, go to: http://www.lesleyrochat.com/sardine-run-2011/ 
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Field Expeditions 

A New Report by TRAFFIC 



 

March 25-27, 2011: Beneath the Sea. America’s largest consumer Scuba and Travel Show, 
Meadowlands Exposition Center,  Secaucus, New Jersey. Visit SRI at booth 221  
www.beneaththesea.org 
 

March 26-27, 2011: LIDS (London International Dive Show). Excel, London. Visit 
SRI at booth 750 and meet Suzy Quasnichka and members of SRI-UK. 

 

May 13, 2011: Fintastic Friday: Giving Sharks a Voice.        
http://whaletimes.org/FintasticFriday.htm 
 

May 14-18, 2011: 2nd International Marine Conservation Congress. Victoria, BC, Canada. 
The objective is to unite the marine conservation community and develop new and powerful tools 
to further marine conservation science and policy. 
http://www.conbio.org/IMCC2011/about/about.cfm 
 

 

May 21-23, 2011: Blue Vision Summit.  
The third Summit, held in Washington, D.C., will follow the annual Blue 
Frontier/Peter Benchley Ocean Awards, taking place on Friday, May 20. For 
the more than 400 of us who participated in the March 2009 second Blue 
Vision Summit, it was both an inspiration and a practical chance to develop 
strategies and begin solving ocean problems early in the new administration. 
Themes for this summit will include Gulf Restoration, Moving Ocean Policy Forward, and Addressing the 
Impacts of Climate Change.  
 

July 9, 2011: One Message: “I am the future, I don’t eat shark fins.”  1,000 children (ages 7 to 15) in 
Hong Kong — the epicentre of the shark fin trade — will be taking a pledge not to eat shark fin soup.  This is 
a definitive campaign to empower children and inspire the citizens of Hong Kong and communities around the 
world to end the consumption of shark fin soup. 
 

If you missed the Texas Dive Show February 25 & 26,  here are some photos — It  was a terrific show! 
 

Mark your Calendars 
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Jerry Beaty, SRI 

Advisory Board. 

checks out a new 

hyperbaric 

chamber Dan Orr and crew 

Mike Tichenor 

SRI Texas 
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