
This spring I studied sharks in the South Atlantic while 
sailing among the distant islands straddling the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge between Africa and South America. This has been 
an area of interest to me ever since I was in grade school 
and received the National Geographic issue featuring the 
evacuation of the most remote community in the world – 
Tristan da Cunha Islanders forced out by an eruption on 
their geologically active home. 
 

Our embarkation point was Ushuaia, Argentina, where the premiere seafood selection 
in the market is the Centolla or King Crab - “Caranguejo gigante!”, Lithodes antarticus, 
which is harvested in great quantities – apparently to the consternation of some locals. 
 
Sailing east across the infamous Drake Passage, we were escorted through the fog 
and high seas of Falkland Islands waters by whales, dolphins and thousands of 
seabirds to our first extended landings on South Georgia. The main island is about the 
size and shape of Long Island, NY and its highly productive sub-Antarctic waters were 
devastated by whalers and sealers in past centuries, and over-fished in the 1990’s. 
Today the fisheries for rock cod, hake and Patagonian toothfish (aka Chilean Seabass) 
are sustained through regulation by the governments of the Falklands and South 
Georgia. In a good year these waters also produce over 10% of the world’s squid 
harvest. 
 
More than a dozen countries send their fleets here to fish, among them the United States in years like the mid 
1990’s when the crab fishery in Alaska has collapsed; but I was assured by the staff at the museum and King 
George Point in Grytviken that sharks are not part of the fishery. 
 
East of South Georgia we continued our journey into the vast waters of the “Screaming 50’s” - infamous in 
sailors’ lamentations: 

“Below forty degrees South, there is no law 
Below fifty degrees South, there is no god.” 

 
Fortunately, most of the time we were moving with the waves, the powerful West Wind Drift and regular storm 
tracks, and a week of challenging sailing to the northeast brought us to Gough Island (40°S, 10°W). Gough 

(Pronounced like cough – which the entire 
ship’s complement acquired from one new 
passenger in Ushuaia) is a remote UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, occupied only by seals, 
seabirds, and a half-dozen hardy souls staffing 
a South African weather station. The island and 
its waters are administered from Tristan da 
Cunha  part of the British Overseas Territory  
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Ushuaia graffiti 
“The king crabs are friends, 

Not food” 

Snow-capped Tristan da Cunha 

Searching for Sharks Beneath the Southern Cross 
By Dave Grant 

Continued on page 8 
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Shark Awareness Wine Dinner 

We are very grateful for the continued support of: 
● Adventure Aquarium 
● Alladin Oil and Gas 
● Atlantis Resorts Philippines 

● William Bunting, Jr. 
● Angus Campbell 
● Caradonna Dive Adventures 

● Grant Christensen 

● Christy Crossley 

● Seth Davidson 
● Deep Blue Resort 
● David Doubilet & Dr. Jennifer Hayes 

● Dr. Sylvia Earle 
● Evinrude Motors 

● Ben Fackler 
● Susan Galli 
● Steven Gold 
● Stephen Goodman 

● Edmund Grainger 

● Craig Grube 
● Joshua Hankes 
● The Horgan Family 

● Jenkinson’s Aquarium 
● Jupp Baron Kerckerinck Zur Borg 
● The Levine Family 
● Manta Ray Resort & Yap Divers 

● Allison Martinez 
● Microwave Telemetry 
● Rich Miller 
● Brandon McCloskey 
● Beth & Tom McKenna 
● Paul Mischenko 
● Stephen Nagiewicz 
● Ocean Geographic Society 
● PADI Foundation 
● The Philanthropic Group 
● Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada 
● Mike Rissi 
● The Rohauer Collection Foundation 
● Rolex Watch USA 
● F. Peter Rose 
● Wiltraud Salm 
● Dr. Jennifer V. Schmidt 
● The Shark Finatics 
● Greg Sparks 
● Donald Nichols Storch 
● Studio 1143 
● Oakleigh B. Thorne 
● The Barbara & Donald Tober Foundation 
● Undersea Images 
● Joyce Van den berg 
● My Virtual Solution 

Thank You to Our Supporters! Please support them in turn 

One Hundred Years ago the USA was shocked by an 
unprecedented series of shark attacks along the New Jersey coast. 
The first occurred on July 1, 1916 at Beach Haven. Since that time 
a great deal has been learned about these and similar incidents. 
To share knowledge of what we now know about such incidents, 
Shark Research Institute and the New Jersey Museum of Maritime 
History invite you join them for a Wine Dinner on Wednesday July 
6th from 5 to 9 pm at Buckalew’s Restaurant, 101 North Bay 
Avenue, Beach Haven, NJ 08008. Diners will be served a choice of 
Appetizers, Salad, Entrée (Grilled Flat Iron Steak or Grilled Mahi 
Mahi) and Dessert, accompanied by Gregg Norman wines.   
 
Guest Speakers: Dean Fessler, and Dr. Richard Fernicola, 
followed by book signing by Dr. Fernicola and a silent auction.  
 
Tickets are $100 per person, and may be purchased through NJ 
Museum of Maritime History: Call: (609) 492-0202  
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Welcome to Andrea Steel, Director of Development 

Andrea Steel is an experienced and enthusiastic 
advancement professional who has worked in the 
development industry for 15 years. She holds a Masters 
degree in Nonprofit Leadership. As sole development staff for 
a large infectious disease research center she created and 
implemented a fundraising plan with recurring annual 
strategies, grant submissions and events. To evaluate her 
success, she monitored budgets and turned data points from 
the Razors Edge – which she managed – into graphs, 
visualizing trends and metrics to analyze activities.  
 
Previously, as Assistant Director for an Advancement 
Services office, she helped oversee annual giving efforts – 
appeals, events and memberships – as well as all back-end 
processes such as gift acceptances and financial 
reconciliations. In addition she has served in capacities 
where she functioned as primary donor liaison; created giving 
specific marketing and communication materials; 
implemented acknowledgement and stewardship processes and managed volunteers. 

Dean Fessler, Director of Education, thoroughly enjoys 
teaching people of all ages about sharks and the role 
they play in the ocean! Dean initially joined the Shark 
Research Institute in 1991 and has been diving with 
and lecturing on sharks ever since. 
 
Dean encountered his first shark (a four-foot nurse 
shark) in 1978 while snorkeling off the Florida Keys as a 
marine biology student at the University of Miami. Then 
he began studying bull and Caribbean reef sharks off 
the Bahamas, and sandtiger sharks off North Carolina. 
1992 found Dean working with blue sharks, mako 
sharks, hammerhead sharks and whale sharks in the 
Sea of Cortez. In 1995, Dean joined the Birch Aquarium 
at Scripps Institute of Oceanography where he fed and 
lectured about resident shark populations. Dean 
relocated to South Africa in 1998 to study great white 
sharks and worked with other scientists, underwater 

photographers and documentary filmmakers. Dean is also a member of the famed Explorers Club. 
 
Affectionately known as the ‘Shark Man’ at SRI, Dean is constantly on the go giving presentations about 
sharks at schools, libraries, clubs, museums and aquariums. In March, Dean (and Jian Smith) gave 
presentations to students at Brookdale Community College. April found him giving presentations at the 
Hopewell Elementary School Science Fair and Community Expo. In May, Dean gave presentations to multiple 
grades from K to 8 at Riverside School in Princeton, New Jersey. In June he will be working with his favorite 
sandtiger sharks in North Carolina, and he will be a speaker at the SRI/NJ Maritime Museum Shark 
Awareness Dinner on July 6th as well as the Matawan Historical Society event at 2:30 pm on July 16th. 

Dean Fessler (a.k.a Shark Man) 



Welcome to Carrie Bow Cay 
Another Adventure in the Life of a Young Marine Scientist 

 by Gail Noren 
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Carrie Bow Cay sits in the Caribbean Sea like a big 
eye watching the sky. The palm fronds of 65 coconut 
trees sway like giant eyelashes. A school of barracuda 
flashes over the reef where the stinging tentacles of 
anemones trap fish and shrimp. A manatee and her 
calf play in the channel and a keen-eyed osprey 
stands guard atop the outhouse. 
 
Thousands of armored hermit crabs scurry around the 
shore, some of them house-hunting. As the smell of 
lunch reaches them, they mobilize like a miniature 
army and march toward the food. A hungry pelican 
dive-bombs for fish and two lemon shark pups circle 
the lagoon.  
 

Smaller than half the size of a baseball field, this speck of land is home to a remote field station. Researchers 
have been coming here since 1972 to study the plants and animals of the coral reef. There is room for up to 
six scientists, the station manager, and the cook. Visitors are welcome but can’t stay because there isn’t 
enough room or food. 
 
Back on Carrie Bow Cay, Martha the cook rings the lunch bell. People might sleep or read or work through 
meals if nobody summoned them but hermit crabs don’t need bells. They’re scavengers and, like vultures, 
just show up when they smell food. Because the scientists often give them leftovers, they usually hang out in 
the front of the main building. Using coconut husks to build a fire behind the building, Martha the cook has 
made a special meal. Detecting the delicious aroma wafting on the breeze, the hermit crabs waste no time 
parading around back, hoping to be invited to the barbecue. Hearing the bell, the station manager and five 
scientists leave what they are doing and hasten toward the smell of grilled chicken and coconut rice. 
Naturally, the hermit crabs are way ahead of them. 
 
Many hours earlier, Hunter, a young 
marine scientist from Florida, arrived back 
on Carrie Bow Cay just before a coming 
storm. It had been a long, wet, rough ride 
on the boat – like being inside a giant 
washing machine. Hunter is tired, wet, 
hungry, and glad to be here. He smiles at 
three pelicans watching him. He helps put 
the supplies away before unpacking his 
own belongings. The book he read this 
morning stayed dry inside his backpack. 
He decides to take it to Carrie Bow’s small 
library and then find out what the other 
scientists are doing. But outside the library 
is a covered hammock. Suddenly a short 
nap seems like a good idea. Within 
minutes, the steady rhythm of the rain lulls 
him to sleep. 
 

Morning at Carrie Bow Cay 

Carrie Bow Cay 



Volume 25, No. 2 Page 5 

Two hours later, Martha rings the dinner bell. Hunter wakes to discover the storm has passed. The island is 
calm and the air fresh. The hermit crabs have climbed back down from the trees and gathered near the picnic 
tables. Hunter rolls out of the hammock and joins everyone for a tasty dinner of lionfish, plantains, fresh 
salad, and coconut cake. Afterward, the four other scientists stationed on Carrie Bow Cay toss tidbits to the 
patient crabs. 
 
Hermit crabs and scientists are not the only ones who make themselves at home on Carrie Bow. Turtles 
come ashore in the night to dig nests and lay eggs. About 50 to 60 days later, hatchlings appear. When this 
happens, the scientists are usually asleep with the lights off and the baby turtles follow the moonlight to the 
sea. Several months ago, however, Hunter was working late into night with lights on. The lab sits on the sand 
with no other floor. Baby turtles started hatching and heading toward the lights in the lab. Hunter was 
surprised to look down and see a hatchling crawling toward him. 
 
When he returned with a bucket, the lab was full of baby turtles. They are surprisingly fast as they scramble 
around. One nest can hold hundreds of eggs and the last thing a scientist wants in the middle of the night is 
to have 150 to 200 baby turtles zig-zagging all over the sandy floor of the lab. Relocating them to the sea is a 
challenge for one person. Hunter woke up the others. Everyone grabbed a bucket or tray and started 
collecting baby turtles. The same thing happened on September 11, 2001, except that after all the hatchlings 
were released into the sea, they came back! The lights were still on in the lab and they were confused. The 
scientists had to turn off the lights and stand in the water with powerful underwater flashlights to lure the 
babies back into the sea. After an exciting night of chasing turtles and setting them in the right direction, the 
breakfast bell is not a welcome sound. 
 
Despite his nap, Hunter is exhausted. He hopes there 
will not be any such excitement tonight. The scientists 
sit around talking about their research. Nobody is 
working tonight. One person yawns. Soon everyone is 
yawning and heading to bed. It’s been a long day and 
there is a lot work to do tomorrow. Hunter is already 
in bed when he realizes he hasn’t brushed his teeth. 
He finds his toothbrush in the dark and goes outside 
without his headlamp.  
 
As his eyes adjust, he sees a big dark shape 
crouched under the sink. As he peers in for a closer 
look, the big dark thing smacks him with a powerful 
slap. Hunter jumps about four feet off the ground! He 
sprints back along the side of the cottage, grabs the 
railing and bounds up the stairs. Returning with his 
light, he sees an enormous sea turtle digging a nest. 
He dashes inside again for his camera. 
 
Now he’s wide awake! Once the mother turtle digs out 
her nest and starts laying eggs, she goes into a 
trance-like state, unconcerned about being 
videotaped, photographed and watched. Hunter has no idea what time he leaves the turtle, puts his camera 
away, and drops into bed again. His last thought is that the scientists will have to rope off the area around the 
sink to protect the eggs. 
 
It seems as though he has just closed his eyes when Martha bangs the metal rod inside the old rusty dive 
tank. The ringing is heard all over the island. Smelling fish and beans, the hermit crabs are lining up for 
handouts. Glorious morning has come to Carrie Bow Cay and it’s time for breakfast! 

 

CONTEST FOR KIDS (any age) 
 

1st PRIZE: Hunter’s very cool shark T-shirt 
2nd, 3rd PRIZES: Fossil shark teeth 

 

TO ENTER: Send your drawing (color or 
black and white) of Hunter or any marine 
animal mentioned in this story to:  

Shark Research Institute 
PO Box 40 

Princeton, NJ 08542 
 

or email it to gmnoren@yahoo.com 
 

Contest Closes July 8, 2016 
Winners to be announced in our next newsletter 
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Sunday June 26, 2016 : Fossil Shark Tooth Hunt #1. Join SRI staff from 11:00 am to 1 pm. Wade through 
Big Brook and sift for ancient sharks teeth, squid pens and fossilized mollusks. Be prepared to get wet and 
muddy, but the prizes are well worth it. Great for families! Free to SRI members and their families. Non-
members: $5 per person, $10 per family, free for children. We will bring all the necessary gear for all 
participants. Registration required: call (609) 921-3522 to reserve your space. 
 
Sunday June 26, 2016 : Discovery Channel Shark Week starts at 8/7c 
 
July 6, 2016 : Dinner and Auction at Buccalews, $100 per person, hosted by the NJ Maritime Museum 
and Shark Research Institute. Presentations & book signing by Richard Fernicola (author of Twelve Days of 
Terror, the NJ shark attacks of 1916, and Dean Fessler. 
 
July 9-10, 2016 : Shark Con. Venue: Florida State Fairgrounds, Tampa, Florida. The shark 
conservationist version of Comic Con. www.http://shark-con.com 
 
July 9-17, 2016 : The Matawan Historical Society is organizing a nine-day centennial to 
commemorate the 1916 shark attacks in which two men were killed on the coast. In 
Matawan Creek, two more people were killed and a third was injured. The events gripped the East Coast with 
fear and are said to have been the inspiration for ‘Jaws’. While there will be trolley tours, book signings, movie 
screenings, and presentations by Jenkinsons Aquarium, Adventure Aquarium and Shark Research Institute, 
two solemn affairs will mark heart of the centennial. The first is a memorial service and wreath laying at the 
graves of victims Stanley Fisher and Lester Stillwell on July 12 at 2 p.m., the exact date and time of the 
attacks in Matawan Creek. The second is the dedication of a monument to Fisher and Stillwell July 17, 2 p.m. 
at Memorial Park. For directions and schedule of events, visit 
 www.matawanhistoricalsociety.org/shark-attack-anniversary 
 
 

July 19, 2016 : Shark Research Institute’s 
25th Anniversary! 

The first (and now the oldest) shark conservation 
organization in the USA 

 

Saturday July 30, 2016 : Fossil Shark Tooth Hunt #2. Join SRI staff from 11:00 am to 1 pm in Big Brook. 
We will bring all the necessary gear for  all attending. SRI will bring necessary gear for all attendees. 
Registration required: call (609) 921-3522 to reserve your space. 
 
Saturday August 20, 2016 : Fossil Shark Tooth Hunt #3. Join SRI staff from 
11:00 am to 1 pm in Big Brook. We will bring all the necessary gear for all 
attending. SRI will bring necessary gear for everybody. Registration required: call 
(609) 921-3522 to reserve your space. 
 
September 24 to October 5, 2016 : CITES CoP 17. The Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species — The 17th Conference of the Parties (CoP), Johannesburg, 
South Africa. With 181 member nations, it is the largest and most effective United Nations Treaty that offers 
protection for sharks and the only one whose decisions are enforceable. SRI has attended ever CoP since 
2002 and also works behind the scenes on the proposals to list additional species of sharks .The cost to send 
just one of our scientists for the 12-day meeting (and they must be there the entire 12 days) is about $5,000, 
including UN fees, supporting documents for each of the 181 delegates, transportation and hotel. Foundations 
won’t help because securing a listing is never a sure thing and so any financial assistance that you can 
provide will ensure that our scientists will be able to attend Cop17 to fight for the shark and other endangered 
species.  http://www.cites.org 
 

Upcoming Events 



Members Bookshelf 

Hidden History of Maritime New Jersey, by Captain Stephen D. Nagiewicz 
(Chairman of SRI’s Board of Trustees). We highly recommend this book to all 
members: divers and historians. In addition to fascinating details surrounding some of 
the 3,000 shipwrecks that lie beneath NJ waters, the author delves into the 1916 shark 
attacks, weaves tales of mighty storms, tells of the heroism and tragedy that resulted in 
formation of the US Coast Guard, and the very rich maritime history of the coast. 
Available from Amazon.com at $21.99. Autographed copies available from Museum of 
New Jersey Maritime History in Beach Haven. 
 

Twelve Days of Terror: A Definitive Investigation of the 1916 New 
Jersey Shark Attacks, by Richard G. Fernicola. The book has just been 
re-issued and is available from Amazon in both hardcover ($9.99) and 

paperback ($3.99). In July 1916, with the nation entangled in World War I and a devastating 
polio epidemic raging in New York, the public thronged the Jersey Shore. But in just twelve 
days, four swimmers were killed by sharks, and a fifth was seriously injured. Dr. Richard 
Fernicola, presents a riveting tale of these incidents against the historical backdrop. The 
attacks were a rare series of events in which truth proved stranger than fiction.  

 
The latest issue of Ocean Geographic Magazine is not to be missed! Just when we think 
this superb magazine can’t get any better, it does! Although the magazine is not 
available on newsstands, it is free to SRI Contributing Donors. Topics in the current 
issue range from Blue Carbon, lampreys, shark fin soup weddings, the Elysium Artists 
for Arctic Exploration, and much more. This issue also features Explorers Club Fellow 
and SRI Trustee Dr. Jennifer Hayes’ amazing photographs from the Arctic and 
Antarctica, the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Bali, PNG, Guadalupe Island to an underwater 
image of an African elephant swimming in the Okavango Delta! 
 
Read Glenn Hodges excellent article on sharks in the June issue of National Geographic 

Magazine. Glenn dived with SRI’s Debra and Vince Canabal at Tiger Beach in the Bahamas, and Debra 
introduced him to Sophie, an affectionate 800-lb tiger shark. 
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Nat Geo Wild has various shows about animals 
throughout the world including a continuing series 
about Sharks; “When Sharks Attack.” at Geo Wild came 
to Stockton University to film the one of the final 
episodes about scientific reasons why shark attacks 
have seemingly increased in number in recent years. 
The episodes about shark attacks in Cape Cod begin 
on Friday, June 10th, followed by Shark attacks in the 
Bahamas airing on June 17th and on June 24th, recent 
attacks along the coast of North Carolina. In my 
episode I discuss how hi-powered navy sonar might 
affect sharks and marine life and how recently 
discovered deep water methane seeps along the 
Atlantic coast could possibly drive sharks into shallow-
coastal waters. Watch the episode to see why sharks 
attack! http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/wild 

Nat Geo by Steve Nagiewicz 

Stockton Field Station Director Steve Evert, Nat Geo 
production team and Steve Nagiewicz  
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(continued from page 1)  
That includes Ascension and St. Helena islands to the north. It is a refuge for wildlife and indispensable 
fishing ground for the lobster fishery that sustains the small community of Tristinians living on this 
archipelago. 
 
Like other islands in the Mid-Atlantic, Gough is the emerged peak of an enormous volcano, with a base in 
over 15,000' of water. Except for its 1800' peak, it is similar in shape but less than half the size of Staten 
Island, NY. Like most oceanic volcanoes that have broken the surface of the deep sea, it ranks among the 
tallest mountains. 
 
Two days later we anchored off “Tristan” and I was able to observe the industrial and artisanal fisheries for 
what are marketed as Tristan or South African lobster tails – “Extraordinarily sweet” and “Loved by lobster 
lovers around the world.” After delivering the fisheries observer to the Edinburgh – the South African vessel 
that is the mainstay of the industry, we were free to explore the island. My first stop was the museum to 
deliver my mint-condition copy of National Geographic (Vol. 125, NO.1, January, 1964), then meet with 
teachers and drop off educational materials to the local school (23 students), then head across the village to  
seek out the fisheries manager. Not surprisingly, he is a wealth of information. Lobsters, Jasus tristani, 
account for 50% of the island’s economy, and although Australia has imposed limits on its catch and demand 
is up worldwide, local take here is down 30%, which greatly affects the island’s economy. 
 
Finally, the discussion came around to sharks. Five species are reported here but rarely taken by locals since 
there are sufficient numbers of other species to feed the community (Yellowtail, Seriola lalandi; bluefish, 
Hyperoglyphe Antarctica; wreckfish or steenbras, Polyprion oxygeneios; and horse mackerel,Trachurus 
longimanus. 
 
One, the broadnose sevengill or ‘rock shark’, Notorynchus cepedianus, is considered poisonous, but 
sometimes harvested for crab-pot bait. The blue or bottlenose shark, Prionace glauca, is also reported and 
present year-round. Great hammerhead sharks, Sphyrna mokarran, and shortfin makos, Isurus oxyrinchus - 
also known locally as ‘bottlenose’, are reported regularly in warmer months. The 
makos are known for their jumping behavior, and occasionally, aggressive 
behavior around small fishing boats is reported. 
 
The “catch of the day” was the jaw of a local legend  a 4.9 metre (16-foot) 4,000-
pound white shark, Carcharodon carcharias, found entangled in the crab pot 
longline on Gough Island in 1989 by the vessel Tristinian II. Apparently this was a 
first for fishermen here and another example of what little we know about the range 
and behavior of these keystone species. No pictures were available, but it would 
be valuable to know if such a large specimen was a female and active breeder 
there, or only hunting the endemic fur seals that raise their pups on Gough’s rocky 
shores. (Incidentally the shark’s stomach contained the remains of seven bluefish 
and two seals.) 

 
After three days, and ahead of the next weather system approaching from the 
southwest, we weighed anchor for another week at sea sailing north to Saint 
Helena (16°S, 05°W). The waters here are fairly calm and quite clear, and one 
day out from Jamestown we spotted our first whale shark, Rhincodon typus. 
 
I was able to meet with fishermen during our three days at this beautiful 
island...and with sharks. At dawn each day, one or two whale sharks would 
circle the ship. Our views were not great since the sharks stayed below the 

surface and did not appear to be feeding, but we were delighted with the opportunity to catch glimpses of 
such a magnificent creature. Whale sharks are poorly studied in the South Atlantic and observations revealing 
the presence of both male and female sharks may indicate St. Helena is an important breeding area for the 
species. 

Whale Shark—St. Helena Island 

Jaws of the 4.9 m shark 
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The waters here are sub-tropical and this was my first chance to get in and explore. Because of its isolation in 
the middle of the Atlantic, St. Helena’s waters are depauperate in benthic species and I only saw small 
patches of coral. But inshore there is a nice assortment of colorful fish and they are all fairly abundant. With 
the exception of the sergeant majors, Abudefduf saxatilis, – called fivefingers locally, I could only identify 
fishes by their family groups: blennies, wrasses, jacks, groupers, puffers, hogfishes, and needlefishes. 
However, around the small landing in town, I did spot two endemic species, the Ascension goby, Priolepis 
ascensionis, and St. Helena parrotfish or Blue Dad, Sparisoma strigatum; and although the lovely 
butterflyfishes get their name by swimming in pairs over coral reefs, I was accompanied by an unusually large 

school of fifty small ones in mid-water near the cliffs and sea caves around the port. 
 
Divers offshore photographed a manta ray, and fishermen brought in lobster, eels and 
grouper. (And gave me an impromptu lecture on how the scales of the native red 
squirrelfish, Holocentrus adscencionis, give it the local name: hardback soldier). 
 
After three days of delightful weather we sailed north 750-miles to Ascension Island, 

just eight degrees south of the Equator. This was my last stop on the ship, where I was scheduled to catch a 
Royal Air Force flight that refuels here between the Falklands and England. Fortunately, space was 
unavailable and a half-day layover became the opportunity to spend four days exploring this rugged tropical 
outpost. The Saints from St. Helena say: “We know we live on a rock, but the poor people of Ascension live 
on a cinder” and the 41 volcanic cones that make up the circular crown of this island cover an area the size of 
Manhattan, NY. 
 
The Conservation Department considers all of Ascension Island’s sharks threatened, and the island’s Senior 
Fisheries Scientist stated that the only long-line fishing here was for tuna, and that sharks caught by sport 
fishermen (Except for “record” fish) are generally released. Sharks, like seabirds, are featured on the coveted 
postage stamps of the island and a valuable technique to increase awareness of wildlife. 
 
Whale sharks are irregular visitors here. The most common species is the Galapagos shark, Carcharhinus 
galapagensis, which is widely distributed around the world in warm, shallow tropical waters, and indeed, I did 
see a small one near the landing at Georgetown. The bluntnose six-gill shark, Hexanchus griseus, is a long-
lived species found in mile-deep waters during the day, but exhibits a diurnal migration, rising closer to 
surface waters during the night. This is another poorly-understood, slowly-maturing species that requires 
study. Shortfin mako sharks, scalloped hammerheads, Sphyrna lewini, and bigeye threshers, Alopias 
superciliosus, are also found here, and are known to attack sea turtles. Although I did see very sizable jaws 
displayed at the island’s hotel, I was happy to observe that Ascension’s most famous visitors – nesting green 
turtles – appeared unscathed. 
 
In spite of some large southern swells that kept the fishermen in port, I was lucky to 
get in the water every day, surrounded by Ascension’s triggerfish, Melichthys niger, 
the infamous black piranhas that exhibit a distinctive mob feeding strategy when 
anything – bait, offal, bread or even pebbles – is tossed into the water. I was a bit 
apprehensive at first, but couldn’t enjoy watching fishes more if I were a cat; so after 
carefully removing anything from my bathing suit that might be mistaken for food, I 
found the phalanx of fishes surrounding me at any beach entertaining and well-
behaved. 
 
To accommodate a fellow passenger, who was obsessed with catching a fish before his departure, I switched 
my plankton net for a bare hook and tossed it off the dock into a waiting school. As if on cue, I instantly 
hooked one of my foot-long diving companions. It was literally like shooting fish in a barrel. I was 
flabbergasted by the instant transformation that took place once the black triggerfish was out of the water. 
Lying in the sun on the dock it was transformed into a beautiful, iridescent turquoise sea spirit! One of the 
most striking fish I have ever seen. So I immediately returned it to the water. Feeling rather guilty, but 
enchanted to have had the opportunity to explore this part of the ocean and share it with such interesting 
creatures, I stowed my line and retreated to the hotel to prepare for the long trip home. 
 

The infamous black “piranha” 
 of Ascension Island 
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On June 7th, the Rhode Island shark fin trade ban bill — S. 2676/H. 7440 — was approved by both 
chambers and the measure is now on its way to Governor Gina Raimondo for her signature! Much of the 
success is due to Kathryn Kullberg of the Humane Society for her outstanding job in mobilizing citizens 
and organizations in support of the bill. 
 
On Monday, May 23, 2016, the United States Supreme Court refused the appeal to set aside the ban on 
the shark fin trade in California. The plaintiffs, the Chinatown Neighborhood Association and Asian 
Americans for Political Advancement, claimed the law interfered with federal management of shark fishing, 
and ran afoul of a federal commerce clause by interfering with commerce in shark fins between California 
and other states. The Supreme Court disagreed; their ruling removed the final obstacle for the state of 
California shark fin trade ban and means that the law prohibiting the trade in shark fins in California 
stands. “With this ruling, the Supreme Court has sent a strong message that sharks are important to the 
health of the ocean and they deserve protection,” said Dr. Leonard J. V. Compagno, Director of the Shark 
Research Institute. 

Shark Shipwreck Shoot Out & Winston Park K-8 Center Shark Club 

Basking sharks have been migrating from south to north for the past 
month. On the morning of May 31, 2016, Boston Police Harbor Unit 
found the carcass of a 24-foot basking shark floating near the Black Fal-
con Cruise Terminal in South Boston. The plankton-feeding shark, esti-
mated to weigh 3 to 5 tons when alive, is second in size only to the 
whale shark. The dead shark was first spotted a couple weeks ago on 
the massive bow of an arriving container ship. The shark was impaled 
below the water line and at some point the body fell off. It is not known if 
the shark was alive or dead when it was struck by the ship. 

Basking shark Carcass in Boston Harbor 

A very special thanks to Mike Gerken and all the divers who participated in 
his 3th Annual Shark Shipwreck Shoot Out in North Carolina June 2 to 5, 
2016. The Shootout was a hit and raised $400 for SRI’s conservation 
programs.  
 

And a very big thanks to Winston Park K-8 Center Shark Club. Its members 
are young but they are knowledgeable and passionate about protecting 
sharks and educating people about the importance of sharks to a healthy 
ocean! 

Show the world that you care about sharks!. This striking infinity design was 
sent  to SRI by Rich Miller of Studio 1143, and we love it. Order online by 
June 25th at: https://www.bonfirefunds.com/shark-research-institute-1 
 

The sizing chart is accurate and shirts are available in a variety of styles: 
Unisex; Ladies,  Long Sleeve and 
Sweatshirt.  
 
 

And if you’d also like to adopt one of the 
whale sharks we’ve tagged, simply go 
http://www.sharks.org/support/whale-
shark-adoption 

SRI T-Shirts Available 

Status of Shark Fin Trade Ban Legislation 
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In mid-April, a megamouth shark, Megachasma pelagios, 
was snared in a fishing net about three miles from the 
Owase Port in Mie Prefecture, Central Japan, and 
subsequently purchased by a fishmonger. The shark was 
about 16.5 feet in length and estimated to weigh around a 
ton.  
 
The first specimen known to science was caught in 
November 1976 off Hawaii and was dubbed ‘megamouth’ 

due to its huge mouth which 
contains more than 50 rows 
of tiny, hooked teeth. It is 
thought that this rare shark feeds only on krill, shrimp and plankton. A deep 
water shark, it is believed to normally inhabit depths of 1,300 to 1,600 feet.  

Study Shows Sharks Have Personalities 

Byrnes, EE and Brown C.  (2016). Individual personality differences in Port Jackson sharks, Journal 
of Fish Biology.  
 
A study led by researchers at Macquarie University in Australia has observed the presence of individual 
personality differences in Port Jackson sharks. They found that individual sharks had distinct and 
consistent responses when exposed to an unfamiliar environment and stress. In humans our personality 
defines how we are likely to respond to certain situations. It is this behavioral stability and predictability 
that defines personality. 
 
“Over the past few decades, personality research has shown that nearly 200 species of animals 
demonstrate individual personality. Personality is no longer considered a strictly human characteristic, 
rather it is a characteristic deeply engrained in our evolutionary past,” says lead author Evan Byrnes. 
 
Trials were designed to test the sharks' boldness, which is a measure of their propensity to take risks. It is 
also an influencer of individual health through its correlation with stress hormones and associated 
physiological profiles. The sharks were first introduced to a tank where they were provided with shelter, 
and timed to see how long it took for each shark to emerge from a refuge box into a new environment. 
The second behavior test exposed each shark to handling stress, similar to handling by a fisherman, 
before releasing the shark again and observing how quickly it recovered. 
 
The results demonstrated that each shark's behavior was consistent over repeated trials, indicating 
ingrained behaviors rather than chance reactions. That is, some sharks were consistently bolder than 
others, and the sharks that were the most reactive to handling stress in the first trial were also the most 
reactive in a second trial. 
 
“These results are exciting because they demonstrate that sharks are not mindless machines. Just like 
humans, each shark is an individual with its unique preferences and behaviors,” said Associate Professor 
Culum Brown. “If each shark is an individual and doing its own thing, then clearly managing shark 
populations is much more complicated than we previously thought. Understanding how personality 
influences variation in shark behaviour – such as prey choice, habitat use and activity levels – is critical to 
better managing these top predators that play important ecological roles in marine ecosystems.” 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jfb.12993/full 

Another Megamouth Shark Caught— This Time Off Japan 



Volume 25, No. 2 Page 12 

Other Journal Articles of Interest 

Schiffman, DS & Hammerschlag N. (2016) Shark conservation and management policy: a review and 
primer for non-specialists, Animal Conservation. 
 

There is increasing concern for the conservation of sharks among scientists, environmental conservation 
advocates, and the interested public, but misunderstanding among policy non-specialists about which 
conservation and management policies are available, and which might work best for certain situations, 
persists. The authors present a review of fisheries management and conservation literature relating to 
sharks. Policies are broadly divided into target-based policies that aim for sustainable fisheries exploitation 
which can withstand it (e.g.fisheries quotas) and limit-based policies that aim to prevent all fisheries 
exploitation of entire taxa (e.g. marine reserves). A list of the pros and cons of each policy is included, as 
is a decision tree to aid in selection of the most appropriate policy. Our goal is that this paper will allow 
policy non-specialists, including scientists without policy training, environmental activists, and concerned 
citizens, to make informed decisions when advocating for shark conservation. 
https://sharkresearch.rsmas.miami.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Shiffman-and-Hammerschlag-
Animal-Conservation.pdf 

Sulikowski J, Wheeler CR, Gallagher AJ, Prohaska BK, Langan JA, Hammerschlag N. (2016).Seasonal and 
life-stage variation in the reproductive ecology of a marine apex predator, the tiger shark, Galeocerdo 
cuvier, at a protected female dominated site. Aquatic Biology, 24: 175-184 
 

Advancing our knowledge of the reproductive biology and mating systems 
of large free-ranging sharks such as tiger sharks is inherently challenging. 
Although their nomadic nature is primarily linked to large-scale migrations, 
these sharks can also display site fidelity. One site where this is known to 
occur is at Tiger Beach, Bahamas. Unique to the waters of this area is the 
consistent sighting of large females. While the sex-specific use of the area 
remains unknown, the shallow, warm environment could represent a critical 
habitat for reproductive events. To investigate the reproductive biology of 
tiger sharks at Tiger Beach, 65 individuals were opportunistically sampled 
between 2011 and 2014. Reproductive status of captured females (n = 59) 
was assessed with ultrasonography and by measuring circulating sex 
steroid hormones (progesterone, testosterone and estradiol). Our results indicate that Tiger Beach is a high-
use site for female tiger sharks of mixed life stages. The results also suggest that Tiger Beach may function 
as a refuge habitat, allowing females to reach maturity free from male mating harassment, as well as 
functioning as a gestation ground where gravid females can benefit from year-round calm warm waters, which 
may reduce the gestation period and accelerate embryo development. 
https://sharkresearch.rsmas.miami.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Sulikowski-et-al.-2016_Aquatic-
Biology_Repro-in-Tigers.pdf 

Cooke, SJ, Nguyen VM, Wilson ADM, Donaldson MR, Gallagher AJ, Hammerschlag N, Haddaway NR. 
(2016) The need for speed in a crisis discipline: perspectives on peer-review duration and 
implications for conservation science 
 

Scholarly peer review relies on rigorous assessments of articles by qualified referees, yet prolonged peer-
review process can delay the dissemination of results. A survey of authors who published peer-reviewed 
articles in biodiversity and conservation resulted in 461 responses from participants in 119 countries. 
Approximately 44% of respondents thought that slow review times may hamper conservation efforts When 
queried about the value of expediting the review process for studies of high policy or conservation relevance, 
ca. 1/3 of respondents thought it was a worthwhile idea in principle, though mechanics of implementing such 
practices are unclear. The authors conclude that there is a ‘need for speed’ and advocate that rapid, rigorous 
and thorough peer review can be accomplished and can provide collective benefits to the scientific 
community and global biodiversity. 
https://sharkresearch.rsmas.miami.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Cooke-et-al.-2016.pdf 


