
The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species is 
the most effective United Nations multinational wildlife conservation 
treaty with 183 member nations (Parties). Its objective is to protect 
species from over-exploitation due to international trade. Every 
three years, Parties meet to review and vote on proposals to extend 
or decrease protection for a species. Proposals may only be 
submitted by a Party. Each Party has a single vote and a 2/3rd 
majority is required for a proposal to be accepted. The 17th 
Conference of the Parties (CoP17) met from September 24 to 
October 5, 2016 in Johannesburg, South Africa, where 62 
proposals were reviewed and voted upon. 
 
CITES provides three levels of protection for wildlife. Appendix I bans all international trade in a species other 
than for scientific research. Appendix II species are those which may become threatened unless trade is strictly 
regulated and requires an export permit. Appendix III species are those designated by a range state as subject 
to their national regulations and in which cooperation of other Parties is needed to control international trade. 
Trade in Appendix III species requires documentation/permits issued by the range state. Unlike the Convention 
on Migratory Species (CMS), violations of CITES decisions range from confiscation of illegally traded 
specimens, to prison and/or million-dollar fines  effective deterrents.  
 

 While CITES is supposed to be underpinned by science, too often greed and corruption prevail. Only a handful 
of NGOs (non-government organizations) attending CITES are conservation organizations; the majority of 
NGOs are “special interest” groups. With profits from the illegal wildlife trade now second only to the illegal drug 
trade  with billions of dollars at stake  their representatives push hard to prevent commercially lucrative 
species from gaining CITES protection.  
 

Shark Research Institute has been working behind the scenes and at CITES for the past 14 years. In 2002, at 
CoP12, the whale and basking sharks were the first sharks ever to be placed on Appendix II, largely due to 
data presented by our scientists. We successfully lobbied for an Appendix II listing of white sharks at CoP13. At 
CoP14 all 7 species of Pristidae were listed on Appendix I, the first time a family of elasmobranch fishes 
received such protection. But CoP15 was a disaster; Japan hosted lavish dinners for delegates, serving shark 
fin soup and Atlantic bluefin tuna on nights before those species were to be voted upon. But at CoP16, oceanic 
white tip, porbeagle and great, scalloped and smooth hammerhead sharks were listed on Appendix II, along 
with both species of manta rays.  
 

 We attended CoP17 to lobby for Appendix II protection for silky sharks, thresher sharks and mobula (devil) 
rays, carrying packets of information about the 
species for each of the member nations. Our 
documents detailed the vital ecological role and 
the current population status of each species 
under consideration, their greater economic 
value as natural resources, and the massive and 
unsustainable scope of the trade in shark fins 
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and ray gill plates. During the conference we met with the delegates, encouraging them to vote to protect 
these species. As members of the Species Survival Network we worked hand-in-hand with other conservation 
organizations to provide a unified front for sharks and other threatened species. 
 

CITES CoP17 DECISIONS 
Proposal #42 to list Silky sharks on Appendix II had a record 
number of proponents: Bahamas, Bangladesh, Benin, Brazil, 
Burkina Faso, Comoros, Dominican Republic, Egypt, EU, 
Fiji, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Maldives, 
Mauritania, Palau, Panama, Samoa, Senegal, Sri Lanka and 
Ukraine. Mexico, Chile, Bahrain, Congo, Jamaica, Ethiopia, 
Australia, New Zealand and Argentina also spoke in support 
of the proposal, overwhelming all opposition from China, Japan, Iceland,  Indonesia, Nicaragua, St 
Kitts/Nevis, Qatar, Iceland and the FAO, a fisheries organization. 
 

Proposal #43 to list the three species of Thresher sharks on Appendix II had the same proponents as the silky 
sharks plus Kenya and the Seychelles and received additional support from India, Chile, Peru and Colombia. 
Japan and Iceland opposed the proposal (no surprise) but the proposal was accepted and thresher sharks 
were listed on Appendix II. 
 

Proposal #44 to list Devil rays on Appendix II had the same proponents as #43, plus support from Cape 
Verde. Iceland opposed the proposal and called for a secret ballot, however the proposal won the necessary 
2/3rd and they, too, were listed on Appendix II. 
 

Two other marine species received CITES protection: The Nautilus was listed 
on Appendix I, the Clarion Angelfish) was listed on Appendix II. 
 

Pangolins, the most heavily trafficked wild mammals in the world, were placed 
on Appendix I. Proposals to de-list the Peregrine falcon and the African grey 
parrot from Appendix I to Appendix II were defeated.  
 

Proposal #7 to allow trade in rhino horn by Swaziland was defeated. Had it been 
accepted, it would have undermined international and domestic bans and 
complicated enforcement, in addition to providing routes for laundering illegal 
horn from all range states through Swaziland. 
 

But not all went well for other species. Although CITES continues to limit trade in African elephant  ivory, 
Proposal #18 to list all populations of African elephants on Appendix I was defeated. If passed, it would have 
unequivocally prohibited international trade in African elephant ivory and sent a clear message to the world of 
a global determination to halt the extinction of this charismatic species. The proposal was supported by many 
African nations and would have been accepted but for the European Union. CITES banned the international 
trade in elephant ivory in 1989 but allowed two major auctions of ivory in the late 1990s and again in 2008. 
The sales led to a spike in poaching in Africa and resulted in CITES declaring a 10-year moratorium which 
expires in 2017. Now ivory is the new blood diamond of Africa. Most rhino and elephant poaching is done by 
local armed militia and hired guns of Asian cartels, organized criminals with resources from sophisticated 
night vision equipment, automatic weapons and helicopters to corrupt officials. Unlike narcotics, the illegal 
wildlife trade is unsustainable. The populations of elephants and rhinos are diminishing faster than they can 
be replaced and these iconic species are on the fast track to extinction. At present, 1 rhino, 3 elephants, and 
1 ranger attempting to protecting them, are killed by poachers every single day. 
 

Curiously absent was a proposal to extend CITES Appendix I protection to Atlantic bluefin tuna), a species 
which was proposed for Appendix I at CoP14 in 2007 and CoP15 in 2010, but strongly opposed by Japan 
despite its being on the verge of extinction. In 2010, Japan’s annual profits from the trade was estimated at 
7.2 billion US dollars. 
 

See page 4 for some CITES Side Events of special interest. 
 

Dr. Jennifer Schmidt posting 
news on proposals for SRI 

members during CITES 
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Thank You to Our Supporters! 

● Adventure Aquarium 
● Apex Shark Expeditions 
● Atlantis Resorts 
● Atlantic Oil & Gas 
● Michael Aw 
● Barcelo 
● The Bennett Family Foundation 
● William Bunting, Jr. 
● Angus Campbell 
● Caradonna Dive Adventures 
● Andy Casagrarnde 
● Grant Christensen 
● Patricia Chock 
● Christy Crossley 
● Seth Davidson 
● Deep Blue Resort 
● David Doubilet  
● Dr. Sylvia Earle 
● Evinrude Motors 
● Ben Fackler  
● Chris Fallows 
● Susan Galli 
● Steven Gold 
● Stephen Goodman 
● Max & Victoria Goodwin 
● Edmund C. Grainger 
● Grant Giuliano 

● Craig Grube 
● Patrick Haemmig 
● Kenneth Hanczrik 
● Joshua Hankes 
● The Horgan Family 
● Jupp Baron Kerckerinck Zur Borg 
● Jeff Kurr 
● Sharon Kwok 
● The Levine Family 
● Tom Lipkin 
● Lotus 333 Productions 
● Jenkinson’s Aquarium 
● Jennifer Hayes 
● Manta Ray Resort & Yap Divers 
● Caroline & Guy Merison 
● The Martin Revson Foundation  
● Allison Martinez 
● Brandon McCloskey 
● Beth & Tom McKenna 
● The McNally Family 
● Microwave Telemetry 
● Rich Miller 
● Paul Mischenko 
● Carolyn Monier 
● Amos Nachoum 
● Stephen Nagiewicz 
● Ocean Geographic Society 

We are very grateful for the continued support of: 

● Ocean Ramsey 
● Occidental Cozumel 
● PADI Foundation 
● Rodney Palmer 
● The Philanthropic Group 
● Ripley’s Aquarium of Canada 
● Mike Rissi 
● The Roddenberry Foundation 
● The Rohauer Collection Foundation 
● Rolex Watch USA 
● Roots 
● F. Peter Rose 
● Wiltraud Salm 
● Dr. Jennifer V. Schmidt 
● San Diego Shark Diving 
● The Shark Finatics 
● Greg Sparks 
● Paul Spielvogel 
● Donald Nichols Storch 
● Studio 1143 
● Oakleigh B. Thorne 
● Barbara & Donald Tober Foundation 
● Undersea Images 
● Joyce Van den berg 
● My Virtual Solution 
● Winston Park K-8 Center 
● The Whole Earth Center 

Upcoming Events 

November 3 & 4, 2016 : Assistant Director Dave Grant is representing SRI at the 2016 Ocean Literacy 
Summit on the waterfront of Portland, Maine. 
http://www.neosec.dreamhosters.com/previous-summits/2016-ocean-literacy-summit/ 
 

November 10-13, 2016 : BLUE Ocean Film Festival and Conservation Summit in St Petersburg, 
Florida. BLUE is a 4-day gathering jam-packed with great ocean related films, breath-taking photography, 
inspiring keynotes, captivating art, thought-provoking panels, engaging music, hands-on film & 
photography workshops, conservation activities and great parties. 

 

November 12, 2016 : Sea Stories at the Explorers Club, New York City. A full day focused on 
exploration, conservation, shipwrecks, nautical history and marine life. reservations@explorers.org 
 

November 16-19, 2016 : DEMA. Venue: Las Vegas Convention Center, Nevada, USA 
http://www.demashow.com 
 

January 26-28, 2017 : Surf Expo. Venue: Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida. 
http://www.surfexpo.com/ 
 

March 12, 2017 : The 112th Explorers Club Annual Dinner at the Waldorf Astoria, New York City, will 
celebrate OCEANS: Current of Life. Our oceans are at a critical juncture; they are one of our last 
unexplored frontiers and are in need of protection from human impact. This year’s ECAD will celebrate the 
cutting-edge science and exploration happening in our oceans. 
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There were dozens of Side Events during lunch breaks at CITES, in the evenings and over the weekend, 
ranging from Interpol training sessions for law enforcement personnel, educational presentations to visits 
to animal sanctuaries, and a memorial service honoring rangers killed by poachers. 

 

Debbie Abercrombie of Abercombie & Fish taught CITES attendees 
how to distinguish fins from threatened species of sharks and showed 
the visual differences between gill plates of manta rays and devil fish. 
 

A visit to Lions Rock, a big cat sanctuary created and maintained by 
4Paws was inspiring! http://www.lionsrock.org. Several evenings 
later the film Blood Lions : Bred for the Bullet was shown which 
exposes the horrors of the lion bone trade and canned hunting. 
Although South Africa’s lion population is 

stable, its captive lion breeding industry and ‘canned’ hunting remains a 
serious concern. In a side event, Ian Venter, producer of the film, explained 
that lion cubs are generally weaned when they are 18 months old. In the 
captive breeding industry, however, cubs are taken from their mothers at three 
months so that another pregnancy soon follows. Then conservationists and 
college students care for the “orphaned” cubs,  often paying for the privilege. 
When the young lions approach adulthood they are confined in bomas 
(enclosures). Some females may be kept as breeding stock, the rest enter the 
trophy trade. The ‘Trophy’ hunter may pay $50,000 or more to shoot and kill a lion, an animal raised to trust 
humans and is unable to escape its enclosure. The practice is appalling and, according to Venter, 
apparently canned hunting is also allowed in Texas. 

 

Equally disgusting is the illegal butchering and skinning of Asian elephants in Burma. Their 
skins are being sold in China to make polished beads for 
macabre jewelry that traders claim can ward off illness.  
 

Matt Fowler, son of famed Jim Fowler, attended CITES to advocate for 
vultures. In South Africa, vultures are being hunted for their brains, which are 
believed by some to enable clairvoyance if smoked or, if placed under one’s 
pillow at night, dreams will reveal winning lottery numbers. By the riddance of 
carrion, vultures perform an essential role in the ecosystem, but now the birds 
are being shot and poisoned. One tactic is to poison a cow so the vultures 
that feed on the carcass themselves fall victim. As a result, seven of the nine 
species of vultures in South Africa are now endangered. 
 

The dictionary defines a hero as a person noted for courageous acts and 
special achievements,  nobility of character and regarded by others as a 
role model or ideal. Well, there were plenty of heroes at CITES, including 
Achmat  Hassiem. (Our video interview with him is being edited and will 
soon be available on our website and youtube).  
 

In 2006, Achmat saved his brother from an attack by a 4.7 metre white 
shark but lost his own leg to the shark, yet he never gave up on his dream 
to represent his county as an athlete. Not only has Achmat gone on to win 
numerous medals at the Paralympic games, set world swimming records 
and become a motivational speaker in demand worldwide, he is an 
eloquent advocate for shark conservation. “Because of that shark I have a 
wonderful life and travel around the world. Creating awareness of how 
critical sharks are to the ocean is my way of paying back to that shark for 
the great life she has given me,” Achmat says. 

 CITES Side Events 
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H.R. 2494, The Eliminate, Neutralize, and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act of 2016,  officially became law on 
October 7, 2016. The law protects elephants, rhinos and other endangered species from a sophisticated 
international poaching and trafficking trade that is decimating animal populations worldwide and funding 
armed groups.  
 

Rebel groups and terrorist organizations in the Central African Republic are connected to wildlife 
trafficking networks. These groups are pillaging natural resources and committing human rights violations 
including murder, rape, and large-scale massacres. The atrocities they commit contribute to the instability 
of a turbulent region and the spread of conflict across borders. 

 
Senator Chris Coons (D-DE) one of the champions of the bill noted: “Passage of this legislation is a critical 
step forward in tackling the rapidly growing crisis of wildlife trafficking as demand for wildlife products has 
spiked in recent years. Recent news about the African elephant population shrinking by 30% since 2007 
largely due to poaching showed just how urgent this crisis has become. Not only are iconic wildlife species 
in grave danger of disappearing, but wildlife trafficking also fuels well-organized criminal networks, 
threatening global security.” 

Strange, But True? 

U.S. Wildlife Trafficking Act 

The Winter Auction is normally our biggest fundraiser of the year, but we were swamped with pre- and 
post-CITES work and have only assembled a handful of items. The auction will go live in mid-November 
on CharityBuzz.com, the high-end online auction site (They only accept items valued at $500 and up.)  
 
If you have any items to contribute to the auction please contact Marie asap at (609) 921-3522 or 
marie@sharks.org. Items need not be shark-themed. If you know any celebrities that care about sharks 
and ocean conservation who would be willing to talk about them over lunch or dinner with a winning 
bidder, if you have any jewelry, art or an antique that you’d be able to donate, or a dive trip you won’t have 
time to take, consider donating them to the auction. 

Donations Urgently Needed for SRI Annual Winter Auction 

Negatively buoyant sharks are supposed to sink after 
death, but the body of this adult female whale shark drifted 
ashore near Kunthukkal, Rameswaram Island in the Gulf 
of Mannar on Tuesday September 13, 2016. She was 18' 
in length and weighed about a half ton. A veterinary 
surgeon examined her body and found no external 
injuries. He thought she may have died two days earlier 
due to internal injuries.  
 

It has long been known that sharks respond to low-frequency sound. Mike Waller, an Australian charter 
boat operator, claims to have found that white sharks are more inquisitive and less aggressive when 
listening to AC/DC, particularly their ‘You Shook Me All Night 
Long’. 
 
Can sharks predict an outcome of an election? In a fun way to 
create awareness about mako sharks, two of the 52 sharks 
tagged by researchers at Nova Southeastern University in  Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, were named Clinton, and Trump. Neither 
shark in the bipartisan race have neared the White House. 
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Two New Huge Marine Sanctuaries  

In September 2016,  President Barack Obama created world’s largest marine protected area. He 
quadrupled the size of the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument, originally created in 2006 by 
President George W. Bush and designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2010. The total protected 
area now encompasses 582,578 square miles of the Pacific Ocean and includes ten islands and atolls of 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands.  
 

SRI along with many other marine conservation organizations had pushed for an expansion to the 
monument following recent scientific research that revealed newly discovered species, deep sea habitats, 
and important ecological connections in several adjacent areas.  
 

The expansion provides critical protection for more than 7,000 marine species, a quarter of them found 
nowhere else on Earth. It provides protection for whales and sea turtles under the Endangered Species 
Act and the longest-living 
marine species in the world 
— black coral, which have 
been found to live longer 
than 4,500 years.  As ocean 
acidification, warming sea 
temperatures, and other 
impacts of climate change 
threaten marine ecosystems, 
the monument will improve 
ocean resilience, help the 
region’s distinct physical and 
biological resources adapt, 
and create a natural 
laboratory that will allow 
scientists to monitor and 
explore the impacts of 
climate change on these 
fragile ecosystems. 
 

All commercial resource 
extraction activities, including 
commercial fishing and any 
future mineral extraction, are prohibited in the monument area, recreational fishing and the removal of fish 
and other resources for Native Hawaiian cultural practices, is allowed in the expansion area by permit, as 
is scientific research. 
 

“This is one of the most important actions an American president has ever taken for the health of the 
oceans,” said Brian Schatz, a Democratic senator for Hawaii. It is a fitting a culmination of Obama’s 
conservation efforts; he has already protected 548,000,000 acres of land and water during his 
administration – more than twice as much as what any other US president has ever done.  
 
On October 28, 2016, in Tasmania, at the meeting of the Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic 
Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR — the international body that oversees the waters around Antarctica),  
24 countries and the European Union unanimously agreed to create an even larger marine sanctuary in 
the Antarctic’s Ross Sea. At 598,000 square miles, the sanctuary covers an area twice the size of Texas 
and is the second-ever marine protected area on the high seas. The first was established in the South 
Orkney Islands in 2009 and covered 58,000 square miles in the south Atlantic. 
 
The 1.9 million square-mile Ross Sea lies deep in the Southern (or Antarctic) Ocean is considered to be 



New Zealand’s Conservation Minister Nick Smith announced a ban on shark finning, effective October 
2016, noting the move will reinforce the country’s reputation for sustainability and environmental 
protection and bring the country in line with other developed nations. Removal of fins from live sharks 
was already illegal and the new rule makes it it illegal to remove fins from dead sharks and dump the 
carcasses at sea. New Zealand officials estimate that commercial fishers catch about 20,000 tons of 
sharks annually and export about 121 tons of shark fins. 
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New Zealand Strengthens Ban on Shark Finning 

the last great wilderness area on our planet and known as the polar ‘Garden of Eden’, an area where 
humans are only occasional visitors. A study published in the journal Biological Conservation called the 
Ross Sea “the least altered marine ecosystem on Earth”. Its cold nutrient-rich waters produce huge 
plankton and krill blooms that support vast numbers of whales, fish, seals and penguins.  
 
The marine protected area was created based on a 2012 proposal from the 
U.S. and New Zealand. Other countries and environmental organizations 
pushed for protection for the Ross Sea, but it was rejected five times. China 
and Russia hesitated due to concerns about restricting fishing and the 
possibility of seabed mining. China came on board last year and a few 
months ago Russian President Vladimir Putin announced a major 
expansion of protected areas in the Arctic, saying 2017 will be a special 
Year of Ecology for Russia.  

 
U.S. Secretary of State John 
Kerry said this agreement was 
the result of “many years of 
persistent scientific and policy 
review, intense negotiations, and 
principled diplomacy. It happened 
because our nations understood 
the responsibility we share to 
protect this unique place for future 
generations.”  
 
“The agreement will come into 
force in December 2016. Seventy-
two percent of the sanctuary will 
be a 'no-take zone’, which forbids 
all fishing, while other sections will 
permit some harvesting of fish and 
krill for scientific research,”  
CCAMLR announced. Scientists 
will be able to compare the impact 
of areas closed to fishing with 
other areas where fishing is 
allowed, according to the 
CCAMLR. “This enables scientists 
to research the relative impacts of 
fishing and other changes, such 
as those arising from climate 
change, and can help our understanding of the range of 
variables affecting the overall status and health of marine 
ecosystems.” 

The Ross Sea is home to a 
third of the world’s Adelie 

penguins 

Some 26% of all Emperor Penguins live in the 
Ross Sea 
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SRI Acknowledges the Best Shark Dive Operators  Status Report on Shark Fin Trade Bills in the USA 

The Shark by Craig Anthony Ferreira $15.24 on Amazon (also available in Kindle). The 
setting of this novel is Gans Bay, a remote fishing village in South Africa which is the center 
of a white shark cage diving industry. Down in the deep is the Submarine, the legendary 
White Shark everyone thought was long dead and gone. Frank Boon, a shark scientist, finds 
himself caught between trying to protect the shark or possibly having to kill it due to public 
pressure. Mace Jones, a retired monster shark fisherman joins the hunt of what is said to be 
the “largest white shark ever sighted”. The hunt is staged after a series of shark attacks as 
fear lead to a showdown between man and shark.  
 
The Submarine by Craig Anthony Ferreira, Available from Amazon.com, Kindle edition 
$6.99. The Submarine is the true, first hand account of a giant, seven-metre white shark that 
terrified fishermen in False Bay, South Africa during the 1970s and early 1980s. A band of 
shark fishermen hunted the Submarine over a period of a decade and although the shark 
was hooked on numerous occasions, it was never landed. For one man, the hunt for the 
Submarine, became a self-destructive obsession.  

 
The Elephant Whisperer: My Life with the Herd in the African Wild by Lawrence 
Anthony and Graham Spence. Available from Amazon.com. $13.01 (paperback). Lawrence 
Anthony devoted his life to animal conservation, protecting the world's endangered 
species. Then he was asked to accept a herd of “rogue” wild elephants on his Thula Thula 
game reserve in Zululand. His common sense told him to refuse, but it was the herd's last 
chance for survival: they would be shot if he wouldn't take them. In order to save their lives, 
Anthony took them in. In the years that followed he became a part of their family. And as 
he battled to create a bond with the elephants, he came to realize that they had a great 
deal to teach him about life, loyalty, and freedom.  
 

Babylon's Ark: The Incredible Wartime Rescue of the Baghdad Zoo, by Lawrence 
Anthony and Graham Spence. Available from Amazon.com. $12.77 (paperback). When the 
Iraq war began, Lawrence Anthony’s concern was the fate of animals in the Baghdad Zoo, 
located in the city center and trapped in a war zone. He discovered that full-scale combat 
and uncontrolled looting had killed nearly all the animals in the zoo but together the 
Americans and Iraqis managed to keep alive the animals that had survived the invasion. 
The book chronicles the zoo's transformation from bombed-out rubble to peaceful park. 
Anthony’s unique ground-level experience makes Babylon's Ark an uplifting story of both 
sides working together to save innocent animals caught in the war's crossfire. 
 
The Last Rhinos: My Battle to Save One of the World’s Greatest Creatures by 
Lawrence Anthony and Graham Spence.  Available from Amazon.com. $17.99 Prime, 
Kindle Edition $9.99. When Lawrence Anthony learned that the northern white rhino, living 
in the war-ravaged Congo, was on the very brink of extinction, he acted. The species last 
refuge was in an area controlled by the infamous Lord's Resistance Army. In the face of 
unmoving government bureaucracy, Anthony made a perilous journey deep into the jungle 
to find the LRA and convince them to help save the rhino. An inspiring story of conservation 
in the face of brutal war and bureaucratic quagmires. 
 

In Pursuit of Giants: One Man’s Global Search for the Last of the Great Fish by Matt 
Rigney. Available in bookstores and on Amazon.com on April 5, 2017 ($19.95 paperback) 
Impressively thorough research, including eloquent interviews with commercial fishermen 
whose traditional livelihoods, like the splendid fish themselves, are everywhere on the point of 
disappearance. It is not only informative, but exceptionally well-written. 

Members Bookshelf 
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In 2013, nearly $190,000 worth of shark fins were exported from 
Seychelles in 2012, a 115-island archipelago in the western Indian Ocean, 
although the figure dropped to $41,000 in 2014, according to the 
Seychelles Fishing Authority.  
 

Seychellois cartoonist Peter Lalande, who has authored four comic books 
on conservation, is raising awareness about sharks and finning in 
Seychelles and the dangers of unsustainable exploitation of sharks. In his 
new 56-page comic book, The Shark Fin Soup, Zak  the main character 
 tries to find the culprit behind shark finning in Seychelles’ waters. The 

comic book is available online on the FAO website. Download it at: http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5464e.pdf 
  

An adoption of one of the whale shark tagged by SRI field researchers makes a 
great holiday gift or a stocking stuffer.  
 
The sharks available for adoption are only those which have been re-sighted once a 
year or more. Available at: http://www.sharks.org/support/whale-shark-adoption 

‘Tis the  Season to Order Whale Shark Adoptions for the Holidays 

White Shark Strandings 

White sharks usually begin moving south along the east coast of the USA in November. On Sunday 
October 30, 2016, a 12-foot white shark was spotted struggling in the surf at Nauset Beach,  Orleans, 
Massachusetts. By the time members from the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy reached the fish it had 
died. The initial necropsy showed no external trauma, but further tests on samples taken from the shark 
may determine why it died. This is the first shark stranding on Cape Cod. Three sharks stranded last year.  
 
In August, divers in South Africa attempted to save a dying male white shark washed up on Danger Point 
Beach. The cause of death was not determined. The estimated population of white sharks in South Africa 
is 350-520, so low that scientists fear their extinction in the next 10 years. “Their numbers might already 
be too low to ensure their survival,” says Sara Andreotti, research leader and marine biologist at the 
University of Stellenbosch. 

A congressional bill, S.3099, The Access for Sportfishing Act of 2016, was originally introduced to limit 
national parks from imposing fishing rules on waters inside state jurisdiction. In June, U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson 
(D-Fla.) added language to ban shark-feeding diving in federal waters. The bill, which has not yet been 
approved, would make it illegal in US federal waters to “engage in shark feeding; or to operate a vessel for 
the purpose of carrying a passenger for hire to any site to engage in shark feeding or to observe shark 
feeding.” The bill specifies that using chum or bait to attract sharks for harvest would not be prohibited. 
Supporters of the bill believe dive operators condition sharks in feeding shows and, while that is true to a 
degree, injuries to participants are extremely rare. Every year thousands of divers are now able to observe 
sharks and gain an appreciation of these animals that are critical to the health of the ocean.  
 
The case reports of the GSAF, www.sharkattackfile.net/Incidentlog.htm, clearly illustrate that 
swimmers, surfers and divers are at significantly greater risk of a shark bite in areas where communities 
allow shark fishing on their beaches and surf fishing (chumming) close to beaches utilized for recreation. 
Senator Nelson’s clause, while well-intentioned, misses the mark and needs to be omitted from S.3099. 

Comic Book on Shark Finning 

Bill S.3099 Seeks Ban on Shark Feeding Dives 



Nielsen J, R. B. Hedeholm, J. Heinemeir, P.G. Bushnell, J.S. Christiansen, J. 
Olsen, C.B. Ramsey, R.W. Brill, M. Simon, K.F. Steffensen, J.F. Steffensen. Eye 
lens radiocarbon reveals centuries of longevity in the Greenland shark 
(Somniosus microcephalus). Science. 12 Aug 2016: Vol. 353, Issue 6300, pp. 
702-704 DOI: 10.1126/science.aaf1703 
 

The Greenland shark (Somniosus microcephalus), an iconic species of the Arctic 
Seas, grows slowly and reaches >500 centimeters (cm) in total length, suggesting 
a life span well beyond those of other vertebrates. Radiocarbon dating of eye lens 
nuclei from 28 female Greenland sharks (81 to 502 cm in total length) revealed a 
life span of at least 272 years. Only the smallest sharks (220 cm or less) showed 
signs of the radiocarbon bomb pulse, a time marker of the early 1960s. The age 
ranges of prebomb sharks (reported as midpoint and extent of the 95.4% 
probability range) revealed the age at sexual maturity to be at least 156 ± 22 
years, and the largest animal (502 cm) to be 392 ± 120 years old. Our results show that the Greenland 
shark is the longest-lived vertebrate known, and they raise concerns about species conservation. 
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Erich Ritter and Alexandra Quester (2016) Do white shark bites on surfers reflect their attack 
strategies on pinnipeds? Journal of Marine Biology. http://dx.doi.org/10.1155/2016/9539010 
 

The theory of mistaken identity states that sharks, especially white sharks, Carcharodon carcharias, 
mistake surfers for pinnipeds when looking at them from below, attack them in error. Photographs of surfer 
wounds and board damage were interpreted with special emphasis on shark size, wound severity and 
extent of damage to a board. These were compared with the concurrent literature on attack strategies of 
white sharks on pinnipeds and their outcomes. The results show that the majority of damage to surfers 
and their boards is at best superficial to moderate in nature, and does not reflect the level of damage 
needed to immobilize or stun a pinniped. It is further shown that the size distribution of sharks biting 
surfers differs from that in pinnipeds. The results presented show that the theory of mistaken identity 
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Adam G. Ciezarek, Luke T. Dunning, Catherine S. Jones, Leslie R. Noble, Emily Humble, Sergio Stefanni, 
Vincent Savolainen (2016) Substitutions in the glycogenin-1 gene are associated with the evolution 
of endothermy in sharks and tunas. Genome Biology and Evolution. doi: 10.1093/gbe/evw211 
 

Sharks and tuna have been on different evolutionary paths since they diverged from a common ancestor 
over 400 million years. Scientists at the Imperial College, London, discovered a unique case of convergent 
evolution – that’s when similar physical traits evolve independently — within these two groups of marine 
apex predators.  
 

Their study is based on DNA analysis. The scientists studied lamnid sharks and tuna species. Each 
occupy different niches at the top of the ocean food chain and share characteristics that give them an edge 
over other cold-blooded predator fish. Both have a body temperature that’s a few degrees higher than the 
ambient water temperature. Both have a physiology that can enable fast bursts of speed: stiff bodies and 
tails that allow them to swim at bursts and the ability to maintain a warm body temperature in cold water.  
 

Genes hold blueprints for creating different proteins that form organ and muscle tissues that determine 
how an organism functions. One such gene was found to be identical in both fish groups. However, the 
same gene does not necessarily create the exact same protein in both groups since other factors in the 
protein manufacturing process may change the final product. This discovery opens a new window into 
studying how the same gene is being used in two very different species, which will help scientists 
understand how an organism’s physical characteristics is governed by how the gene works. 


